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‘ From the PTA President

Hi Everyone!

Welcome to 2012! | hope everyone enjoyed holiday break and had a chance to spend
quality time with family and friends.

As many of you know, there is an issue of significant importance facing all members of
the District 34 community. This past summer, the Board of Education initiated a five-
step strategic budgeting process to address an anticipated budget shortfall. During the
2010-11 fiscal year, the District deficit spent by $400,000. Projections show the Dis-
trict’s expenditures will continue to outpace revenues for the foreseeable future without
either expenditure reductions or revenue enhancements. During this fiscal year, the
district deficit is projected to be approximately $2.6 million.

The strategic budgeting process included several steps and an opportunity for staff
and community input.

o Step 1 - BAAC - The Budget Alignment Advisory Committee was charged with
establishing relative values for identified costs compared to other identified costs;
the charge did not include recommending budget cuts or cost reductions. BAAC
has reported its findings to the Board of Education on December 5, 2011. The full
report is available on the District's website.

e Step 2 - CFAC - The Citizen’s Finance Advisory Committee (CFAC) completed its

work on financial projections for the future and reported to the Board
(cont. page 2)
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See our website at www.spatpta.org

From the Principals

Happy New Year! The holidays have come and gone and the new year has begun.
We hope that your winter break was somewhat relaxing and rejuvenating and that you
found time to breathe, read a little, play a little and sleep a lot!

One of the topics you may have heard about from your middle school child/children is
that of learning targets. The district has been undergoing a series of curriculum re-
views and teachers have been working diligently to ensure that the curriculum in each
subject area is current, aligned with state standards, follows the common core of
curricular instruction and has specific learning objectives with assessable outcomes
for our students. One of the most significant findings in educational research is that
when, “students are given clear learning goals, goals that describe the intended
learning, they perform significantly better than students who are given performance
goals, goals that focus on task completion (Black and Wiliam, 1998; Shepard, 2001).

Learning targets help our teachers focus the learning of the students in the classroom.
Students who know and understand the learning targets tend to take ownership of the

direction of their learning. Our teachers have been very focused on the daily posting of
learning targets. The administrators in each school have been conducting

“‘walkthroughs” in each teacher’s classroom and have been tracking (cont. page 2
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From the PTA President, cont.

of Education on Thursday, January 12, 2012. This report determined the specific deficit the District is facing now
and in the future and is also available on the District's website.

o Step 3 - SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT - Based upon the information reported by from BAAC and CFAC, admin-
istrators will work to create budget reduction scenarios. While this group of administrators has in-depth
knowledge of the operations of the District, the group plans to discuss ideas with others in the school system.
They will also rely on both the BAAC and CFAC reports. The scenarios developed will be presented to the Board
of Education on Monday, February 6, 2012.

e Step 4 - PARENT, COMMUNITY AND STAFF FEEDBACK
THIS IS WHERE YOU COME INTO PLAY!
The District will gather feedback on the scenarios developed on:
Tuesday, February 7" at 7 p.m. — Attea Middle School Cafeteria (Parents Only)

We are not holding a regular SPAT PTA meeting — rather turning our meeting into a community input session.
SPAT PTA believes the education of our parent community on the budget crisis is of utmost importance.

In addition to the meeting on the 7™ there will also be input sessions on:

Saturday, February 11" at 10 a.m. — Attea Middle School Cafeteria (Parents, Community and Staff) and,
Wednesday, February 15" at 7 p.m. — Springman Middle School West Gym (Parents, Community and Staff).
Our next regularly scheduled PTA meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 6, at 9:15am - location TBD.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and thank you for your support of the PTA! — Liz Price

From the Principals, cont.

whether or not a target was posted and then asking students in the classroom what it is they are learning. Tracking
this data and recording posted targets has allowed us to work with the staff to ensure that high quality targets are
posted for our students to work from each day.

Learning targets come in four different types and we have identified six characteristics of high quality learning targets
from the body of research available on the topic. The four types of learning targets are: process, reasoning,
knowledge and skill. The targets also need to be assessable, measurable and observable. The six characteristics of
a high-quality learning targets are: directly related to district curriculum map, clearly written in student-friendly lan-
guage, fit logically into a progression of higher learning, learning oriented NOT activity oriented, time-bound ...focus
of target contributes to limited duration (measurable/assessable/observable) and can gauge mastery. Typically when
your child comes home, you might ask, “What did you do today?” The typical response is, “Nothing.” However, if you
ask your child, “What did you learn today?” you may get the same response, “Nothing.” Try asking them what their
learning target was in a particular subject area instead and see what they say. They might surprise you!

We are currently working through a five-year professional development plan to help us become very systematic and
descriptive in our curriculum and instruction. Our goal is to keep the posting of clear learning targets embedded in
teacher practice as we move into the areas of formative assessment and the development of a student learning
continuum relative to weak and strong work. We are already seeing powerful examples of student ownership in the
learning process and will see this continue as we move forward in our own learning.

If you have any questions around learning targets and/or classroom practices please do not hesitate to contact your
child’s teachers, or one of us, directly.

Dr. Heather Hopkins, Principal Dr. Jim Woell, Principal
Springman Middle School Attea Middle School

See our website at www.spatpta.org Page 2 E-mail us at focusnewsletter@comcast.net
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
SPRINGMAN NOVEMBER DECEMBER
Discovery Kate Freidinger Conrad Hiller
Genesis Annabelle Manjooran Jordan Theriault
Explorers Tristan Thomas Carolyn Kuhn
Pegasus Joana Torres Vazquez Ethan Choi
Equinox Juliette Ovadia Serge Golota
Summit Alishah Hussain Kate Hegay

o ng ragu La € 10115":

ATTEA NOVEMBER DECEMBER
omni Alejandro Alvarado Jenna Pryor
U Marina Madsen Tom DeBow
J Jean Ziegler Quinn Turpin
AT Jarrett Prchal Sakib Adil
Galax Lauren O’Young Alex Solecki
y Alex Aduna Nick Stevens
. Olivia Landsman Lauren Lee
Pathfinders Vicente Ortiz Jonathan Lee
. Hannah Mason Carlos Ortiz
Patriots . . )
Constantina Mastoracos Vivian Vaisanen
Jiasaw Coady Raab Sydney DeHorn
g Claudia Wojslaw Melanie Reimann
SCHOOL CLOSINGS....SNOW DAYS Please do NOT call the school unless it is an emergency as that ties up the

HOW ARE PARENTS NOTIFIED?

phone lines. In most cases, the District will initiate its calling and e-mail

There are several ways to find out if school is closed. notification systems, as well as post the message on its twitter page, to
* Tune in to local radio: WGN (720-AM), WBBM (780-AM) and The
Zone (94.7-FM).

* Tune in to local television: CBS, NBC, ABC, WGN, FOX and CLTV. WHEN IS THE DECISION MADE?

* Visit the District’s website where the information will be posted on the Usually, the decision to close school is made at 5:30 a.m. or earlier so we

alert parents if school is closed.

front page. can notify radio and TV stations and post the decision on our web site. If

* Visit the school closing website. we wait longer to announce a closing, some parents will have already left

for work, leaving their children unsupervised

See our website at www.spatpta.org Page 3
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It is an undisputed fact that The Wizard of Oz is,and
always will be, one of the greatest musicals of all time.

The empathetic characters from the Cowardly Li-
on, to the Wicked Witch, to Dorothy, who learns
that “there is no place like home,” are sure to de-
. light every audience member. While the charac-
\ ne | ters have become standards, so have the fabulous
- - musical numbers, which enchant all who hear
SPRYNG - them. Among the classic songs that you will hear
,.“'lOO:..::ls:::z;.. are “Over the Rainbow,” “Ding Dong the Witch is
Dead,” and “We’re Off to See the Wizard.” The
Wizard of Oz teaches us compassion, humility,
and confidence in ourselves. We learn to recog-
nize the power of love and the wonder of collabo-
ration and perseverance in our lives. Perhaps it is
for the complexity, as well as the simplicity of this
wondrous tale, that we continue to embrace it. It
is, after all, perfectly American.

Performances of The Wizard of Oz will be on Fri-
day, February 3™, and Saturday, February 4", at 7
pm. Tickets are now on sale every morning out-
side the school office. .

Friday. February 3" at 7pm

Saturday. February 4™ at 7 pm
Springman Middlie School

Advance purchase price is $8.00 and tickets purchased at the door are $9.00
Tickets are going quickly and ticket sales at the door cannot be guaranteed.

Summetr School Offers g Wide Vatiety of Middle School Options

Looking for something fun for your children to do this summer? Do they like to read? Do they like to
write? Are they interested in photography or do they need a Review & Reinforcement class to bolster their
skills? Summer school offers students several options for enrichment or review through a wide variety of
classes. The catalog is available online at www.glenview34.org. Registration for enrichment classes clos-
es April 9th and registration for Review & Reinforcement classes closes May 23rd.

If you have any questions, please contact
Debbie Lubeck at (847) 657-2152 or dlubeck@glenview34.org

See our website at www.spatpta.org Page 4 E-mail us at focusnewsletter@comcast.net
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DISTRICT 34
SPECIAL
EDUCATION

PARCT IFORMATION NHoAI

M EEI' Mr. Art Abrego, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services
and Dr. Knstin Swanson, Direcior of Special Education

WATCH coccmmeimme o oo

LEARN About resources in our community mchluding:
MN3SRA — North Suburban Special Recreation Association

Glenview Park District
Morthbrook YMCA
Glenview Youth Services
GLASA — Great Lakes Adaptive Sports Associafion
Fariners In Progress [hippo therapy and therapeutic riding)
APS — Association of Parents and Staff

And more!

Sponscred by
SNAP34

SPECIAL

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
AITEA CAFETERIA

NEEDS

ADVISORY

PAMEL

for Distnict 34 I]rwmliuvendﬁmﬂm please conloct Denise Welhner ot B47-978-5015
ore dweijhner@glenview3d.ong.
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Attea 2012 Important Dates for 8th Grade Students

Date Event
January 11, 2012 (Wednesday) Incoming Parent Curriculum Night at GBS @ 7 p.m.
January 13 — 16, 2012 Trip to Washington, D.C. (Not a school sponsored event)
January 16, 2012 (Monday) No School — Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Observed
January 24, 2012 (Tuesday) Mid-term of Trimester 2
January 26, 2012 (Thursday) Graduation Pictures during the school day
February 1, 2012 (Wednesday) Lr;ccc;)gisncg@ P;\:)e.rr;]t{Student Orientation and Activities Night
February 3, 2012 (Friday) GBS Counselors visit 8" grade students during the day
February 20, 2012 (Monday) No School — President’s Day
February 27, 2012 (Monday) Students visit GBS for registration, tour, Q and A
March 2, 2012 (Friday) Eighth Grade Graduation Party fee due
March 2, 2012 (Friday) Parent/Teacher Conference Day — No School for Students

March 6 — 9, 2012

(Tuesday through Friday) ISAT Testing Grades 3 — 8

March 16-18 Attea School Play

March 19, 2012 (Monday) Report Cards go home with students — Trimester 2

March 26 — March 30, 2012 No School — Spring Break

April 6, 2012 (Friday) Good Friday — No School

April 27, 2012 (Friday) Mid-term of Trimester 3

May 25, 2012 (Friday) Great America Trip Permission Slips due by 3:00 p.m.

May 28, 2012 (Monday) No School — Memorial Day

June 1, 2012 (Friday) All School Awards Assembly — during school day

June 4, 2012 (Monday) Eighth Grade Trip to Great America

June 5, 2012 (Tuesday) Last Day for Eighth Grade — Graduation rehearsal @ GBS in the afternoon

Graduation Ceremony @ GBS at 7 p.m. Students report to North Gym at

June 5, 2012 (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m. Graduation Party to follow ceremony at Attea

June 12, 2012 (Tuesday) Report Cards mailed home

See our website at www.spatpta.org Page 6 E-mail us at focusnewsletter@comcast.net
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Springman 2012 Important Dates for 8th Grade Students

Date

Event

January 11, 2012 (Wednesday)

Incoming Parent Curriculum Night at GBS @ 7 p.m.

January 13 — 16, 2012

Trip to Washington, D.C. (Not a school sponsored event)

January 16, 2012 (Monday)

No School — Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Observed

January 24, 2012 (Tuesday)

Mid-term of Trimester 2 — please check your child’s progress online

January 25, 2012 (Wednesday)

Graduation Pictures during the school day

February 1, 2012 (Wednesday)

Incoming Parent/Student Orientation and Activities Night
atGBS @ 7 p.m.

February 3 & 4, 2012 (Fri. & Sat.)

Springman School Play @ 7:00 p.m.

February 10, 2012 (Friday)

GBS Counselors visit 8" grade students during the day @ 10:00 a.m.

February 20, 2012 (Monday)

No School — President’s Day

February 29, 2012 (Wednesday)

Students visit GBS for registration, tour, Q and A

March 2, 2012 (Friday)

Eighth Grade Graduation Party fee due

March 2, 2012 (Friday)

Parent/Teacher Conference Day — No School for Students

March 6 — 9, 2012
(Tuesday through Friday)

ISAT Testing Grades 3-8

March 19, 2012 (Monday)

Report Cards go home with students

March 26 — March 30, 2012

No School — Spring Break

April 6, 2012 (Friday)

Good Friday — No School

April 27, 2012 (Friday)

Mid-term of Trimester 3 — please check your child’s progress online

May 25, 2012 (Friday)

Great America Trip Permission Slips due by 3:00 p.m.

May 28, 2012 (Monday)

No School — Memorial Day

May 30, 2012 (Wednesday)

Grade Level Awards Assemblies during day, NJHS Induction @ 7:00 p.m.

June 4, 2012 (Monday)

Eighth Grade Trip to Great America

June 5, 2012 (Tuesday)

Last Day for Eighth Grade — Graduation rehearsal @ GBS in the morning, Team

Awards Assemblies in the afternoon

June 6, 2012 (Wednesday)

Graduation Ceremony @ GBS at 7 p.m. Students report to North Gym at 6:30

p.m. Graduation Party to follow ceremony.

June 12, 2012 (Tuesday)

Report Cards mailed home

See our website at www.spatpta.org
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Seventh Grade Springfield Trip

The trip is scheduled for Friday, February 24 and Saturday, February 25. The Springfield trip is not a school sponsored event, but is planned, and
chaperoned by Springman and Attea teachers and is organized through Brightspark Tours, the student tour agency that has coordinated the Washing-
ton OC and Springfield trips for Glenview middle schoolers for the past 40 years. It is a voluntary trip, made available to seventh graders at both At-
tea and Springman.

Students depart at the end of the school day Friday on touring coaches and arrive in Springfield for
dinner at a pizza buffet that includes a prepaid arcade and indoor go-kart experience. After checking
in to the Abraham Lincoln Hotel and Conference Center in the heart of Springfield, participants enjoy a
pool and dance party. Dedicated security guards are on duty throughout the night to ensure a good
rest for all, and then Saturday is spent experiencing Springfield, including the old and new state capi-
tols, the highly acclaimed Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, and Lincoln's tomb. Three meals are
included on Saturday, and students will be back home by bedtime.

e
g4,

“
(uestions can be directed to Scott Buzard and Dave Tosh at Springman, and Brandon Rich at Attea.

ATTEA SPRING MUSICAL
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST, JR.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH —7:30PM - SAT., MARCH 17TH — 7:30PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH — 1PM

Do you have an 8th Grader

Graduating from Springman or Attea?? -
Would you like to help with the 8th grade
graduation party?

Or are you a 7th grade parent who would like to chaperone and
check out what your child will be doing next year?

If so, please contact.....

SPRINGMAN
Heather McPhilliamy—
hmcphilliamy@comcast.net

ATTEA
Dilnaz Waraich—dilnazw@comcast.net

See our website at www.spatpta.org Page 8 E-mail us at focusnewsletter@comcast.net
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Valentine’s Sweet Treate

benefiting the Debra Gelfand Fund

Sweet, delicious treats in time for Valentine’s Day!

French Silk Pie - Pre-baked - $15
This thaw and serve pie features dark chocolate filling garnished with
whipping cream and hand-shaved chocolate curls.

The Father’s Table* Chocolate Lover’s Variety Cheesecakes (8”)- $15
This unique variety is a chocolate lover's dream. This 8" cheesecake is cut into 8
slices. There are 2 slices of 4 different varieties: Fudge Brownie, Triple Chocolate,
Mississippi Mud, and Caramel Turtle

The Father’s Table* 14 Slice Variety Cheesecake (10”) - $20

This unique item is a 10" cheesecake, cut into 14 slices with each slice being a
different flavor: New York, Chocolate Marble, Strawberry Swirl, Chocolate Chip,
Dutch Apple, Raspberry White Chocolate, Blueberry Swirl, Fudge Brownie, Vanilla
Bean, Caramel Turtle, Cherry Swirl, Chocolate, Raspberry Swirl, and Chocolate Cherry

sk 50% of the Father's Table profits support homes and schools for children, fund medical and dental clinics, water
and nutritional projects, and poverty-lending programs. The Foundation has also benefits women and children
worldwide by assisting families in medical, nutritional, and financial crisis, providing housing and social
reconstruction in war-torn countries, and helping with emergency relief in disaster situations

Send in the attached order form along with a check made out to the SPAT
PTA no later than Friday, February 3",

Pies/cheesecakes will be delivered on Thursday, February 9. Your
child will pick-up the frozen pie/cheesecake at the end of the school day.

Thank you for supporting the Debra Gelfand Fund - SP/AT PTA

Name Team

Mark your selection and indicate quantity.

‘ i i =
French Silk Pie x$15

é Chocolate Lover’'s Cheesecake x$15 =

-

14 Variety Cheesecake x$20 =

TOTAL
VYVVIVIVIIVIIVIIVIIVIVVVVVVVVVVVVVVIVVYVY
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SPRINGMAN SPRINGMAN
2012 National 2012 National
Spanish Exam Students French Contest Participants
We are pleased to announce Springman’s 2012 We are pleased to announce Springman’s 2012
participants for the National Spanish Exam. participants for the National French Contest
Michael Aki Samantha Maglalang 8" grade: 7" grade:
Luis Alonso Aswin Manoj Olivia Peters Nancy Otgonstseren
Sanchir Arivmed Karla Martinez Olivia Sotirchos Chrystel Pham
Jacob Biales Dillon McNulty Sarah Davaadorj Ana Victoira Trani
Carolyn Bodnya Courtney Morrison Julie Griza Carter DeRoek
Juan Bustamante Rose O’Grady Vicki Brown Kenny McMahon
Hope Carrane Stefanie Patsas Clayton Nimz Aidan Demsky
Alyssa Carrillo Rory Penepacker Edgar Borum Victor Bienko
Meghan Coleman Serene Philip Elise Kim Mark Kudryavtsev
iiE Blerae Kelli Ramirez Grace Brunzell Andrew Patronik
Liam Ereeman Hannah Rauh Carrie Reushe Stella Gombosuren
Alex Freidinger Christina Reed “UiEe Qreel .Sean 21T
Lisa Gebien Daniela Santos Ry.an Jancyk. el [P
Liliana Herrera Maria Santos AI,Ice H.usseln- pEsa Calian
Sarah Hussain Dan Shteynberg Justine CIUbOtaFI.U Vanessa G.arduno
: Chantal McKinley Jack Riley
Amara Kaf’ba Elena Soriano Maddie Murphy Patrick Dressler
JeWoo Kim Jacub Stos Casey Coletta Aude Mujovic
vElEE LG S Ui Anne Marie Isaacs Laure Martinez
Kami Kosharova Andrew Torres Abby Roberts Henry Downey
Mary Langas Joanne Tralmer Conor Holihan
Monce Lopez Dani Tuchman

Attea & Springman 8th Grade Basketball Team 2011/2012
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We strive to provide a variety of fresh produce every day at all district schools and have done so for many years. We
are also trying to use as much locally grown produce as possible, this has also been happening for several years.

So far this year, Attea and Springman Middle Schools have collectively provided a wide variety of fresh fruits and
vegetables including:

One puzzling fact is that although these amounts seem like a lot, most kids at the middle school level don’t choose
fruits and vegetable. All of the “complete” meals include all you can eat fruit and vegetable options, and milk. At
least six fruit and vegetable options are offered daily, with usually five of these options being fresh produce. Even
though, there are so many options, only about 1 in 10 students choose to complete their meal with these fruit and
vegetable options. This is a major concern, especially since the new USDA guidelines have come out; including
making half of your plate fruits and vegetables.

The new USDA 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans include the new MyPlate guide-
lines. The guidelines include these tips for eating healthy and a great plate:

Go to www.choosemyplate.gov for more information about making good food choices and for healthy lifestyle tips.

0

Nearly 625
26 cases o
64 cases o
Wisconsin

A variety of vegetables including (while in season) Wisconsin Carrots, Cabbage, Broccoli, Cucumbers and Toma-

toes.

Make half of your plate fruits and vegetables; include fruits and vegetables of vari-

ous colors

Balance your calories; find out how many calories YOU need for a day.
Enjoy your food, but eat less

Switch to fat-free or low-fat milk and dairy products MM
Make half your grains whole grains

Eat more vegetables, fruits, and whole grains

Choose lean proteins

Keep lots of fresh fruit and veggies washed and available as shacks. Apples, pears, bananas, grapes, figs, raisin,

carrot and

Take your

new ones to try. Or, if you have a picky eater, let them choose what they like, for now. Work in new fruits and
vegetables every month.

January 2012

e Scnool Cave Best Bifeg

Spotlight on Fruits and Vegetables

pounds of chopped romaine lettuce

f red grapes- just over 546 pounds

r 512 pounds of Strawberries

Fuji Apples, Fresh California Oranges and Florida Grapefruit

7

You can help your child eat more fruits and vegetables at home:

celery sticks are all easy to eat on the run.

child to the grocery store. Let them see all the different fruits and vegetables and have them pick out

If you have any questions regarding meals or your child’s account please call or email:

Kimberly Radzinski, Director of Food Services, 847-486-7711 kradzinski@glenview34.org

See our website at www.spatpta.org Page 11 E-mail us at focusnewsletter@comcast.net
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Interesting facts and statistics from the DC Trip:

There were 232 students and 16 chaperones combined from Springman and Attea, five tour buses, four flights to
DC and five flights back, and we had 88 rooms at The Embassy Suites Hotel spread over 10 floors. We visited
more than 30 distinct historic sites including 11 monuments or memorials, and were on and off the buses 45 times--
all within 72 actual hours spent in Virginia and Washington DC. And there was even time to make the traditional
“grocery stop” Friday night, sing karaoke at a pizza buffet and swim and dance at a rec center on Saturday night,
and attend a play Sunday night. The weather was cold but clear and the crowds were extremely small. At many
sites our five buses were the only tour groups. As always, highlights included laying a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknowns, a visit to the Kennedy Center to see Shear Madness, a tour of the Capitol, a great morning at Mt.
Vernon, and a moving tour of the Holocaust Museum. We also experienced two sites for the first time this year --
the new memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the 9/11 Memorial at the Pentagon.

See our website at www.spatpta.org Page 12 E-mail us at focusnewsletter@comcast.net
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Let’s raise some
dough por our school.

HomeMade Pizza Co. wants

to give us a big check.
How big is up to you.

HOMgNADE

For one day only, we will receive

a donation for every purchase made
at our local HomeMade Pizza Co.
store (excluding delivery).

HomeMade sold
will donate:

$ for every
large pizza

°5

for every % of every
med. gluten-free 20 gift card
pizza sold sold

Where: e
HomeMade Pizza Co. Ty =
i G i February 7th
Glenview : .
847.998.8600 1:00 - 8:00 PM
s for every $ for every
2 large salad 1 breadsticks
sold order sold

Please bring your friends. After all, it’s a chance for all of us to help our school and enjoy great pizza.
Order online at www.homemadepizza.com up to 3 weeks in advance!

Springman/Attea PTA

See our website at www.spatpta.org

Pick Up Some Pizza.
Support our School.
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