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Hi Everyone! 

Welcome to the Middle Schoolôs of Attea and Springman! 

If you are new to the middle school family ï WELCOME!!  If you are a returning parent ï 
WELCOME BACK!!   

We are a combined PTA serving students, teachers, staff and parents of both Attea and 
Springman Middle Schools.   Please join us at our monthly meetings to learn about whatôs 
happening in your childôs school life as well as issues facing the community at large.  The 
dates and locations of our meetings can be found inside this issue of FOCUS as well as on 
our website, SPATPTA.org. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend our meetings and will find it a welcoming group of peo-
ple.  In this monthly forum, you will have the opportunity to ask questions, find out whatôs 
going on at the schools, and bring to light any issues or concerns you might have.  The 
Principals of Attea and Springman, Jim Woell and Heather Hopkins, attend each meeting, 
deliver a monthly update on ñwhatôs happeningò in the buildings, and help keep us ñup to 
dateò on pertinent topics affecting District 34.  These meetings are the time and 
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CALENDAR 

 September: 

26 Innisbrook Orders 

Due 

29 No School (Rosh 

Hashanah) 

 October: 

4 PTA Meeting  & Turn-

ing Points Presenta-

tion at Springman @ 

9:15am 

19,20 

& 21 

Fall Book 

 Fairs 

21 Parent /Teacher Con-

ference DayðNo Stu-

dents in Attendance 

26 Turning Points 

Presentationð7pm 

Attea 

October  4 -  9:15 am SP 

Nov. 1  -  9:15am AT 

Dec. 7  - 9:15am SP 

Jan. 10 - 9:15am AT 

February 7 -  7 ð9pm SP 

March 6 -  9:15am AT 

April 10- 9:15am SP 

May 15   -  9:15am AT 

Springman/Attea 

PTA  Schedule 

From the Pr incipals 
By the time you are reading this first edition of the FOCUS for the 2011-12 school year, we will 
have completed our eighteenth day of school!  While still early in the year, it is no less a cause 
for celebration that our students have made the transition to their new grade level in fine 
form.  Students are busy getting about the business of school, learning and growing, supported 
and nurtured by our dedicated staff.  It is exciting to write to you in this shared PTA newsletter 
for the middle schools.  Throughout the year we will join forces and write a single letter with up-
dates and information that represents both Springman and Attea.  

While your children continue to make adjustments to the start of a new school year, there is 
much you can do from the home front to increase their comfort and readiness levels. Students 
who return to school with a positive attitude and have a family that is enthusiastic about educa-
tion are well on their way to a successful school year.   The first weeks of school are so im-
portant that we need to reassure our children that school is the privileged business of child-
hood.  A POSITIVE message from all the significant adults in a childôs life, is not only important, 
but is very much appreciated.   

A recent article from the Association for Middle Level Education offers great advice for parents 
about your childrenôs assignment notebook.  Here is the text of the brief article:  

Your Assignment: The Assignment Notebook 
Nearly all middle grades programs these days require students to use assignment notebooks or 
planners specifically designed for use in the middle grades. Often, the school logo is embla-
zoned on the notebooks, and some have special pages devoted to matters of interest to 10- to 
15-year-olds. But don't be fooled: these are great tools for parents and guardians as well! 

 

Use as a conversation starter. If you ask your middle schooler "How was school today?" you 
will nearly always get a one-word answer or an unintelligible noise as a response. 
The student's assignment notebook is arranged by class and day. By looking over (cont. page 2) 
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the various boxes in the planner, you will get a sense of how each school day looks. (Some middle grades programs run on 6-
day loops). Your questions can become more focusedð"What's it like to have math right after lunch?' or "I see you watched a 
movie in science. What was it about?" 

 

Use as a homework update. The assignment notebook is, of course, the method the school uses to help students keep track 
of their assignments and their due dates. This also allows you to have the same information and to ask casual questions such 
as, "Are you ready for your test tomorrow?" or "Do you need anything for that project due next Thursday?" 

 

Use to connect with the teacher. You might let your child's teachers know that they can write notes to you in the planner or 
assignment notebook, and you can convey information to the teachers as well. Mostly, these should be positive comments such 
as "Robbie enjoyed finding the history answers online" or "Alice read 4 chapters over the weekend!" 
 

Use as a "growth" tool. An important purpose for the assignment notebook is to teach young adolescents how to organize 
their work. At first, using the planner is more of a chore than a help, but as time goes on, students make sense of it. Occasional-
ly take note of progress in keeping the assignment notebook up to date and use it not only as a reminder but as a scheduler. It's 
great for young adolescents to see how they have matured and become more responsible as students. 

The school assignment notebook can become a wonderful means to enhance the partnership among you, the school, and your 
middle schooler. 

 
Need more guidance? Attea and Springman Middle Schools are partnering once again with Glenbrook South High 
School to present ñTurning Points for Middle School Parents.ò  Due to the positive feedback from last yearôs audience 
members, this presentation will be offered twice this fall:  Tuesday, October 4

th
 at 9:15 a.m. at Springman Middle 

school and again on Wednesday, October 26
th
 at 7 p.m. at Attea Middle School.   The presentations are open to all mid-

dle school parents in District 34.  Your middle school principals, along with Brian Wegley, Principal of Glenbrook 
South High School, Lara Cummings, Asst. Principal at Glenbrook South High School, will share tips and strategies for 

raising a safe, healthy, and happy adolescent.  Please join us for this important and valuable conversation. 

Your positive support and encouragement is much appreciated.  We look forward to greeting you during your curriculum night 
visit, and also at a Turning Points presentation! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Heather Hopkins, Principal   Mr. Jim Woell, Principal 

Springman Middle School   Attea Middle School 

From the Pr incipals , cont . 
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place to find out whatôs going on in your middle schoolerôs daily life!  Please join us! 

Our next meeting will take place on October 4th at Springman at 9:15am.  This is a meeting you WONôT WANT TO MISS.  
GBS Principal, Brian Wegley will present ñTurning Points for Middle School Parentsò an informative presentation filled 
with advice and tactics for parents who are navigating the transition from grade school to middle school and for those pre-
paring for the transition to high school.  Please mark your calendars now and donôt miss it!  If you canôt join us for the day-
time presentation, we will offer the same presentation again at 7:00pm at Attea on Wednesday, October 26th.  

By now you should have received an Innisbrook gift packet in your childôs backpack.  This is the PTAôs major fall fundrais-
er.  Please, please, take a moment to review the information and share it with family and friends.  The proceeds from this 
program ï which generated net income of $19,500 last year, go directly into programming for your children. Without these 
dollars, the PTA cannot give back as generously as it has through cultural arts programming or teacher wish lists.   

Mark your calendars for the Winter Blossom Boutique taking place at Attea on Friday, November 11th and Saturday, No-
vember 12th.  This is a joint event sponsored by the PTAôs of Westbrook , Glen Grove, Henking, Hoffman, Springman and 
Attea schools.  Come check us out and do some holiday shopping!   

You wonôt want to miss Dr. John Duffy, author of The Available Parent, coming to speak to parents on Thursday, Novem-
ber 17th at 7:00pm at Attea.  Check out the SPAT PTA website for more details. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and thank you for your support of the PTA!  Without you, we could not do what 
we do!! 

Fondly ï Liz Price 

From the PTA President , cont .  
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8th Grade Washington D.C. Tr ip 

Information arrived through the mail shortly after Labor Day that describes the sign-up procedure for 
the eighth grade Washington D.C. trip.   Eighth graders travel to Washington DC on a four-day, three 
night, tour.  The trips are organized and chaperoned by Springman and Attea teachers, but are not 
school sponsored.  Arrangements are made through Brightspark Travel, Inc. which is located in Deer-
field, Illinois and is one of the leading student tour operators in the United States.  Brightspark Travel 
(formerly Educational Tours, Inc.) has been arranging the Springman trips for over 39 years. 

 The Washington DC trip is scheduled for the weekend of January 13-16.  Monday is a holiday, so no 
school is missed for the trip.  The group departs from OôHare by scheduled airlines Friday afternoon 
and returns home Monday evening.  Touring is provided in luxury coaches.  Students choose their 
roommates (4 students per room) and can room with friends from either school.  All admissions, ac-
commodations, transportation and food are prepaid.  The only additional cost for participants would be incidental purchases 
and souvenirs.  The cost of the tour is paid with an initial deposit and installments leading up to the time of departure.  This 
yearôs tour cost is $1,099 per person.  Refund guarantee insurance is available for an additional fee. 

 Since the tour is not sponsored by the school, registration takes place through the mail and on line.  Materials for the DC trip 
arrived in an envelope marked ñBrightspark Travelò which contains details of the tour and instructions for registering.   Tour 
information is also available on the Educational Tours website at www.BrightsparkTravel.com .  The booking I.D. for the trip is 
594-81646 . 

Due to the fact that the school does not sponsor the tour, the coordinating teacher chaperones reserve the right to deny partici-
pation to students whose behavior at school indicates that they could be a detriment to the groupôs experience in Washington. 

Mr. Scott Buzard, Springman teacher (sbuzard@glenview34.org), is the sponsor of the tour and Ms. Theresa Jasonowicz 
(tjasonowicz@glenview34.org) is the coordinating teacher at Attea.  Mr. Dave Tosh, Springman athletic director 
(datosh@glenview34.org), is the coordinating teacher at Springman.  Feel free to email them with any questions. Students can 
see Mr. Tosh at the morning sports table if they need another copy of the trip brochure that was mailed home. 

Weôre off to a healthy start this school year. Please remember that all absences, tardies and early dis-

missals should be called in by a parent before 9:00AM each day.  The Health Office direct line is 1-847-

998-5025 (Springman) and 1-847-486-7712 (Attea). 

Students requiring medication of any kind (including over-the-counter) during the school day must have 

a Medication Form (including doctor and parent signatures) on file each year. No student may carry 

medicines in backpacks, lockers, or on their person unless it is an inhaler for asthma, and only if the pa-

perwork is in place. Unused medicines from last year have been disposed of, so please be sure your 

student has the necessary medication. 

The 6
th
 Grade students are required to have physicals, and all students participating in interscholastic sports must have physi-

cals on file as well. The 6
th
 Grade students are also required to have Dental Exam Forms on file. These forms are available on 

the website.  If you have any questions, please contact the Health Office. 

Please remember that Fall is bee season.  The bees are attracted to perfumes, hairspray, and the scented body sprays that 

are so popular. Going light on the scents, and washing hands after eating will help keep the bee stings to a minimum. 

Hearing and Vision screening for all students has been scheduled for October 6th and 7th at 

Springman and November 7th and 8th at Attea.  If you have any concerns about your child which 

you feel need to be addressed before these dates,  please feel free  to call the health office.  

  

Jean Gray, Attea Health Coordinator     Cheri McNish, Springman Health Coordinator 

From the Heal th Of f ice: 

http://www.educationaltours.com/
mailto:sbuzard@glenview34.org
mailto:tjasonowicz@glenview34.org
mailto:datosh@glenview34.org
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The annual Springfield trip is scheduled for Friday, February 24 and Saturday, February 25.   

Last Spring we requested the weekend of March 16/17, but do not receive confirmation of our requested 
dates until mid-Summer. We were informed that the historic sites coordinated by the Illinois Convention and 
Tourism Bureau and the hotels in Springfield were not able to accommodate our large group in March, and 
the trip was moved to an alternate weekend at the end of February.  

The group travels by luxury coach to Springfield, departing Friday at the end of school and spending Friday 
night at The Abraham Lincoln Hotel and Conference Center in Springfield.  All of Saturday is spent seeing 
the Lincoln and state government sites in the capital.  The buses return to Glenview in the late evening on 
Saturday.  Springman and Attea students may room and travel together, as is the case on the DC trip.  This 
past year the cost of the tour was $244 and there were 260 students and 25 teachers participating. 

 The Springfield trip, along with the eighth grade Washington D.C. trip, is organized and chaperoned by Springman and Attea 
teachers, but is not school sponsored.  Arrangements are made through Brightspark Travel. which is located in Deerfield, Illi-
nois and is one of the leading student tour operators in the United States.  Brightspark Travel (originally Educational Tours, 
Inc.) has been affiliated with the Springman trips for over 39 years.  Since the tours are not sponsored by the school, registra-
tion takes place through the mail and on line.  Springfield materials are usually sent out in January.  If you have any questions 
at this time, feel free to contact Mr. Scott Buzard, Springman teacher, at sbuzard@glenview34.org. 

7th Grade Spr ingf ie ld Tr ipñFebruary 2012 

 PTA Fundraiser with  

Orders Due September 26th 

Order on-line  - click HERE 

Atteaôs school number is 101429 

 Springmanôs school number is 101434 

Friends and family can also shop on-line and  

credit our schools.  

Attea Co-Ed 7th Grade Soccer vs 

Shepard Middle School in Deerfield 

http://www.brightsparktravel.com/
mailto:sbuzard@glenview34.org
http://www.innisbrook.com/
http://www.spatpta.org/Springman-Attea_PTA/Innisbrook.html
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Back by popular demandé.. 

Turning Points for Middle School Parents  
Learn about the risks and choices facing our middle schoolers and how parents 

can influence these critical ñturning pointsò for positive results. 

 

Tuesday, October 4
th
 at 9:15 a.m. at Springman Middle school  

Wednesday, October 26
th
 at 7 p.m. at Attea Middle School.    

 

Presenters: 

Heather Hopkins, Principal, Springman Middle School 

Jim Woell, Principal, Attea Middle School 

Brian Wegley, Principal, Glenbrook South High School 

Lara Cummings, Asst. Principal, Glenbrook South High School 

 

 

 

 

 

CO - CURRICULARS  

Interested in Art, Drama, Music  

Sports, Science and more?   

 Join a club! 

For a full listing of all the clubs, 

interscholastic sports and intra-

murals offered at both middle 

schools,  click  

HERE for Attea  

HERE for  

Springman 

 

 

CLIP BOX TOPS  

Earn Cash for our schools every time you shop for grocer-

ies.  Clip Box Tops from hundreds of your favorite products.   

Each Box Top is worth 10Â to our school ï and that 

adds up fast!!  
Please send the Box Tops to school with your student- there is a collection box 
in the school office.  Send them in anyway you can, but if you have a lot, please 
put them in ziploc bags of 50 and label them.  That is how we have to send 

them in for reimbursement.   

Any questions, Call Laura Horwitz at 847-729-6917 

http://at.glenview34.org/clubs.htm
http://sp.glenview34.org/PDF/2011-2012/SprCo-CurricularInfo2011-12.pdf


September 2011 

See our website at www.spatpta.org   E-mail us at focusnewsletter@comcast.net 

ATTEA SOCCER  

  7th Gradeð Coach Leinbach   8th GradeðCoach Lord 

  

  

  

  

SPORTS PAGE  

Gabby Amesquita  Max Klemm 

Alex Bergin Sam Langenbach  

Jacob Boner  Alec Leach 

Grady Bruch  Lauren Lee 

Hayden Dale  Joseph Murphy 

Ligia Hanches Clayton Nelson 

Abbey Ireton  Damian Pudelko  

Alex Jura  Chase Swaringen 

Allie Karakosta Jack Whetstone 

Perry Adamapolous Roey Maher 

Cameron Beach Jimmy Martinelli 

Anne Brennan Nathan Meier 

Daniel Bujnowski Conrad Mordzinski 

Trevor Burke Scott Okuno 

Miranda Debow Jaredt Perez 

Sydney Dehorn Paul Sohn 

Abby Dein Patrick Tener 

Eli Joseph   

SPRINGMAN SOCCER  

7th Gradeð Coach Kieronski   8th GradeðCoach Teplinsky 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bryce McClanahan Chris Daus 

Cassidy Price Bryan Lee 

Callie Pekosh Kasia Krosniak 

Jimmy Skoubis John Schurer 

Maddie McMillin Mike Hampton 

Jack Kelly Noah Acocella 

Alexandra Muro Olek Wilas 

Javier  Ayala Daniel Kim 

I¶aki Bascaran Francisco Martinez 

Jesus Basilio Nik Minkov 

Sam Canary Olivia Peters 

Dimitri Dimakos K.K. Phelan 

Alex Freidinger Katie Schmalz 

Cassidy Henry Frankie Sulejmani 

Alex Iliev Sarah Westerfield 

Marlye Jerva Alvaro Hernandez 

Springman 8th Grade  

Co-Ed Soccer  

vs Wilmette Jr. High 
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Spectator  Expectat ions at  Interscholast ic  Contests 

As adults we have responsibilities to be positive role models for those around us.  We need to continue to demonstrate that 
good sportsmanship is one of the fundamental principles of interscholastic athletes.  As we begin our boysô and girlsô interscho-
lastic seasons, let us be reminded how we, as adults, need to conduct ourselves as spectators.  We should always strive to 
show respect for our visitors from other schools.  We need to be tolerant and understanding of officials and realize their job is 
difficult.  Many of our assigned officials this year work a full varsity schedule and many have officiated post season tournament 
games. 

Springman and Attea have always enjoyed a reputation of being one of the leaders in our athletic conference, with fair play and 
good sportsmanship.  It is our hope that this excellent reputation will continue to flourish.  Please keep in mind that our children 
learn best from our good examples. 

Ms. Jasonowicz, Attea         Athletic Directors                         Mr. Tosh, Springman   

(847) 657-2011                                                                                (847) 657-2116 
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Character Counts! in Glenview, the Glenview Park District and the Illinois Park 
and Recreation Association are co-sponsoring the following presentation: 

For Pay or For Play:    
Minimizing Professionalism in Youth Sports  

 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 - 7pm to 9pm  
in the Lakeview Room in the Glenview Park Center  

(for parents and community members) 

 

Friday, October 7, 2011 - 9am to 12pm  
at The Glen Club, 2901 West Lake Ave.  

(for coaches, schools and park district staff members) 
 

 Free to Glenview residents. 


