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Dear Parents, 
 This month we are initiating a new and painless fundraiser, eScrip, to help ful-
fill staff requests for innovative programs to provide to our students, such as writing 
and performance workshops and curriculum based, in-school field trips.  Please visit 
www.eScrip.com to register your Dominick’s Fresh Values card number. By selecting 
Springman Attea PTA, code 500012532, as your chosen organization, at no cost to 
you, up to 4% of your grocery purchases will be donated to the PTA grant program! 
Please see Page 5 of this newsletter for more details or visit the PTA website at   
www.sp.glenview34.org/spatpta.  Such a small step will make a big difference for our 
students this year. 
     Our Springman and Attea book fairs were a big success due to the generous 
support of our middle school families, teachers, librarians, and our parent book fair 
chairs, Breland Nelson and Liz Skweres. It was a wonderful model of collaboration that 

From the  PTA President  

From the  Pr incipals  

As you read this edition of FOCUS we have just completed the first trimester of the 
school year.  We have enjoyed a tremendous start to the school year with energetic 
students learning and growing supported by talented and hard-working staff.  This is 
an excellent time for home and school to reinforce the importance of good attendance 
at school to support our students’ continued success! 

Good daily attendance correlates directly with success in school.  Research shows 
that students who are absent two or more days from school each month achieve 25% 
less than their classmates.  A student who is ten minutes late every day will miss thirty 
hours of instruction during the year.  While children can copy notes or make up missed 
work, they can never recreate class discussions, attention from the teacher, and 
hands-on experiences of the classroom. 

Punctuality and good attendance are life skills modeled by parents, which will carry 
over into adulthood.  Parental attitude and example have the most impact on chil-
dren.  Parents need to let their children know how important school is to their future 
success.   

Here are some strategies to help your child’s attendance record be the best is 

can be: 

Make sure your child’s school has your most up-to-date contact information. 

Be familiar with attendance procedures in the Student Handbook 

Did you know, for example, that when a student returns to school, even after 
one day’s absence, the student is required to bring a note from a parent ex-
plaining the reason for the absence? 

S P R I N G M A N  &  A T T E A  
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 November: 

20 Report Cards 

25 No School— 

Teacher Institute 

Day 

26&

27 

No School— 

Thanksgiving 

Break 

 December: 

1 PTA Meeting at 

SP 9:15am 

1 Springman Toy 

Drive ends 

3 Attea Talent 

Show 6:30-9pm 

21 Winter Break  

Begins 

Dates to Remember 

(cont. page 4) 

Dec. 1st -9:15am SP 

Jan 5th - 9:15am Attea 

Feb. 2nd - 9:15am SP 

March 2nd - 9:15am Attea 

April 6th  - 9:15am SP 

May 4th   -  9:15am Attea 

PTA  Meeting Schedule 

http://www.escrip.com/
http://sp.glenview34.org/spatpta/spatpta/Home.html
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demonstrates the power of what we can accomplish when we focus on our common goal - an enriched learning 
experience for our students. Last week, thanks to the efforts of our co-chairs, Sandy Szafranski and Lynn 
Howland, our Sally Foster wrapping paper was distributed at both schools. If you missed the opportunity to order 
please remember that you can continue to help raise money for our Wish List program by ordering Sally Foster on
-line, our schools receive 50% of your purchase.  Visit Sally Foster at  

www.sallyfoster.com  
code 236591 for Springman 
code 756190 for Attea.  

 
Also this month, the Wish List Committee of the PTA, lead by Kay Laurie, reviewed staff grant applications and 
presented their recommendations to the PTA board. At our November meeting the board voted to disperse 
$10,000 in grants distributed between both schools. The money you all have helped us to raise will be spent this 
school year on your children. 
        Also this month, the PTA was proud to help sponsor the twelfth annual Parents in Partnership parent educa-
tion seminar held at Attea on Saturday, Nov 7th. The seminar was well attended and provided advice on a wide 
variety of topics offering practical help for everyday parenting. If you missed it, make sure to try again in the fall of 
next year. The speakers are always lively and engaging, bringing us all fresh perspective on the job of parenting. 
The program is always free, with free childcare and open to everyone.   
      Once again I encourage all of you to attend our open and informative monthly PTA meetings. The next 
meeting will be held at Springman on Tuesday, December 1st at 9:15. At last month’s meeting we were treated 
to a ―Technology for Parents‖ workshop, led by our middle school technology coordinators. Every meeting brings 
something new! We would love to hear from you and invite you to visit us at a meeting, call us, or contact us 
through e-mail at spatpta@gmail.com, to share your thoughts.    
 
Sincerely,  Candy Pullano 

From the PTA Pres ident , cont .  

PAGE 2 

Halloween Party at Springman raised $1100  
The Builders Club, led by Ms. Deb Faermark, organized a Halloween Party to benefit the Debra Gelfand 

Fund and the Northfield Food Pantry.  Approximately 230 students attended, including 30 members of 

the Builder’s Club.  An amazing $1100 was raised and will be split between both organizations.  Matt 

Skweres (Genesis) won 1st place for best costume.  Mrs. Lind (Olympian science teacher) was the pie 

throwing contest ―winner‖. 

http://www.sallyfoster.com/
mailto:spatpta@gmail.com
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ATTEA OCTOBER 

Journey Marilyn Jaimes 

Danny Schiller 

Omni Doug Stryker 

Emma Collins 

Galaxy Alex Vadukumcherry  

Kaitlin Day 

Pathfinders Kaitlyn O'Brien 

Raudel Flores 

Jigsaw Kelsey Pogue 

Brent Studenroth 

Patriots Hannah Hartigan 

Kylie Lustig 

SPRINGMAN OCTOBER 

Discovery 
Ekene Nwosisi 

Genesis 
Cassidy Henry 

Explorers 
Erik Tomasic 

Pegasus 
Hansuh (Sunny) Rhee 

Olympians Mariah Lacina 

Summit 
Joel Mathew 

Please call absences or late arrivals in to the Health Office by 

9:00AM.   

Springman (847)998-5025 

Attea (847)486-7712 

The message should be brief, stating  

NAME 

TEAM NAME 

REASON for ABSENCE.   

If it is for illness, give us a few more details  (ie: fever, sore 

throat, headache).   

If absence is for holiday travel, please give the departure and 

return date.   

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Jean Gray, Attea Health Coordinator 

Cheri McNish, Springman Health Coordinator 

From the  Health Off ice -  
Absence/Attendance  Procedures :  

 

 

It's not too late to register for the Springman/Attea 
PTA.   Parent support for our schools enhances the 
education that our children receive. Please visit the 
Springman/Attea PTA Website today and print off a 

registration form, or you can register at our upcoming 
curriculum nights!  

Where does your $20. PTA membership dues go???  

The Springman/Attea PTA offers:  

Focus Newsletter  

School Directory,  

The Wish List ñ which pays for educational supplies 
and equipment  

National and State Membership dues  

Cultural Arts Events for our children  

Roy Terry Needy Family Fund  

8th Grade Graduation Party and other grade level 
events  

In addition, your PTA hosts monthly  meetings  for par-
ents learn about current topics and what is happening in 

our schools! A list of the meeting dates can be found 
on the website as well! Please join your PTA today!   

Questions about membership or volunteering?  

Please contact Kristen Borth at kborth@me.com .  

Red 
Ribbon 
Week at 
Attea 

 

7
t
h

 
G

R
A

D
E

 
F

L
Y

E
R

 
C

H
A

L
L
E

N
G

E
 

 

http://www.lyonprpta.org/Lyon_Pleasant_Ridge_PTA/meetings.html
mailto:kborth@me.com
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From the Pr incipals , cont .  

After the second late arrival in a trimester, a student will be issued a detention for each subsequent lateness.  
Late is late.  There is no distinction of ―excused‖ or ―unexcused.‖ 

Appointments (medical, dental, etc.) and family vacations should be scheduled when school is not in session. 

Get organized the night before.  Help your child prepare their clothes, book bag and lunch the night before rather 
than rushing in the morning. 

Support your child in making-up work when they are absent.  

Encourage your child to attend school even though they may not feel their best.  However, students should be kept 
home when they are contagious or have a fever. 

Don’t give your child an ―out.‖ Do not allow her to stay home to miss a test or because homework is not completed. 

Don’t use your child as backup childcare. Make other plans to help supervise siblings who need to stay home. 

Do not make it a treat to stay home. A child who is too sick to go to school is also too sick to watch TV, play video 
games or work on the computer. 

Talk with your child about the importance of attending school regularly and lead by your example.  If children see 
parents taking off work for no reason, they may expect to be able to do the same thing. 

Do not interrupt your child’s school day.  Trips out of the building to take your child to lunch also constitute lost instruc-
tional time.  These distractions and interruptions interfere with your child’s ability to concentrate in school. 

These positive parenting approaches also support good attendance: 

If you sense there is a problem, call you child’s teacher and the school before the problem becomes overwhelming. 

Be calm – when communicating with your child, be responsive but not over-reactive. Keep his/her self-esteem in 
mind and think about what you want your actions and words to accomplish. Remember, it is how you say what you 
say, as well as what you say, that has an impact with both your child and the school. 

Be a team member – work with the school. Hear the concerns and reflect on them. 

Be a coach – help your child work through the problem. Avoid telling him/her what to do, but assist in helping him/her 
choose the best plan. Involve your child in every step of the problem-solving process. This is how she will come to 
accept responsibility for it. Provide the structure and guidelines necessary for making constructive choices.  

Be an assistant – plan with your child the actions that will overcome the problem. Keep in mind that you want to treat 
the cause, not the symptoms. Include your child’s school in the plan. 

Be a leader – set the example by actively demonstrating the importance of showing up to school every day, prepared 
and ready to learn. 

Be a cheerleader – celebrate small gains. Notice when he/she has made an effort to improve independently. Encour-
agement and recognition for specific goals are more powerful than general praise. 

Parental attitude and example have the most impact on children. Parents need to let their children know how important 
school is to their future success.  Through the collaborative efforts of home and school we can support students as they 
develop the important skills of punctuality and good attendance that will serve them well throughout their lifetime! 
 
Sincerely, 

Dr. Heather Hopkins, Principal  Mr. Jim Woell, Principal 

Springman Middle School  Attea Middle School 

    ATTTEA TEAM EARNS STATE 

The Global Language Team at Attea Middle School has received an award of merit in the 2009-10 

―Those Who Excel‖ education award program from the Illinois State Board of Education. The 

teachers on the team when it received the award included: Rhonda Lindner, Amy Noonan, Mary 

O'Reilly, Ellen Rasof and Oscar Rodriguez. The team earned the honor for its excellent work over-

all as a team and specifically for instituting a Peer Tutoring program, which meets after school, to 

meet the growing demands of the student population.   For more information visit the District 34 

website at  http://www.glenview34.org/.   

Those who 

excel  
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BUILDERS CLUB TOY DRIVE 
New unwrapped toys for the  

Walter & Connie Payton Foundation  
by December 1st 

 

Toys for Newborn - 18yrs of age 
Goal - 1000 toys 

 

Jarrett Payton will return to Springman to have 
lunch with the students if the goal is reached. 

Jarrett Payton with members of the Builders Club 

Happy Holidays  
There will be no December issue of  

FOCUS, so here are a few items for 

your January calendar: 
 

January 4 – Classes Resume 

January 5 – PTA Meeting – 

9:15am – Attea 

January 15 to 18 - 8th Grade 

Trip to Washington, DC 

   SCHOOL CLOSINGSé..SNOW DAYS 

HOW ARE PARENTS NOTIFIED? 

There are several ways to find out if school is closed (or 

open on what seems like a bad weather day). 

Å Tune in to local radio: WGN (720-AM), WBBM (780-AM) 

and The Zone (94.7-FM). 

Å Tune in to local television: CBS, NBC, ABC, WGN, FOX and 

CLTV. 

Å Visit the Districtõs website where the information will be 

posted on the front page. 

Å Visit the school closing websiteñ 

www.emergencyclosingcenter.com/complete.html 

Please do NOT call the school unless it is an emergency as 

that ties up the phone lines. In most cases, the District will 

initiate its calling system to alert parents if school is 

closed. 

http://www.emergencyclosings.com
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CORRECTIONðAttea Global Language 

The peer tutoring program provides an opportunity for those students taking French or Spanish to get help with homework, projects, and 
studying for quizzes and tests.  Eighth grade students demonstrating academic excellence and leadership skills in the language of study are 
selected and volunteer their time as the peer tutors. The tutor sessions meet Tuesdays after school and Thursday mornings before school. 
Peer tutoring is a great way for students to give and get help in a relaxed, teacher supported environment. It is a win win situation for all 
involved.  All students are welcome and encouraged to take part in this wonderful opportunity. This program is being 
sponsored by Mademoiselle Noonan and Senorita Liszka.  

ATTEA BOYS BASKETBALL  

 7th Grade— Coach Ehresman   8th Grade—Coach Leinbach 

 

 

 

 

Casey Berg Danny Nikitas 

Sam DeCosmo Tommy O’Hara 

Michael Dillon Austin Okuno 

Michael Hanches Kurt Roemer 

Peter Heles Ryan Thomas 

Jake Markowitz David Thompson 

Michael Arkema Dean Manesiotis 

Brian Bavlsik Austin Nowlin 

Chase Daniel Peter Pappas 

Drew Heitzman Brian Sedin 

Peter Leftakes Peter Stellas 

Noah Kerwin Brian Tener 

ATTEA GIRLS BASKETBALL  

 7th Grade— Coach Jasonowicz  8th Grade—Coach Zellmann 

 

 

 

 

Monica Adamczyk Katilyn O’Brien 

Ellie Britton Ashley Oldshue 

Kaily Bruch Anna Maria Raymond 

Jessica Geweke Megan Schulte 

Rachel Healy Marissa Takaki 

Katie McCarthy Acacia Welsford 

Ellie Foley Callie Nowak 

Shannon Garden Caroline Ressler  

Veena Hamill Arianna Saltaros 

Sydney Kiwaiko Stephanie Stellas 

Elise McCune Jamie Studenroth 

Vicky Mordzinsky Caroline Utter 

Spectator  Expectat ions  at  Inter s cholas t ic  Cont ests  

As adults we have responsibilities to be positive role models for those around us.  We need to continue to demonstrate 

that good sportsmanship is one of the fundamental principles of interscholastic athletes.  As we begin our boys’ and girls’ 

winter interscholastic seasons, let us be reminded how we, as adults, need to conduct ourselves as spectators.  We 

should always strive to show respect for our visitors from other schools.  We need to be tolerant and understanding of 

officials and realize their job is difficult.  Many of our assigned officials this year work a full varsity schedule and many 

have officiated post-season tournament games. 

Springman and Attea have always enjoyed a reputation of being one of the leaders in our athletic conference, with fair 

play and good sportsmanship.  It is our hope that this excellent reputation will continue to flourish.  Please keep in mind 

that our children learn best from our good examples. 

Ms. Jasonowicz, Attea         Athletic Directors                         Mr. Tosh, Springman  

847-657-2010        847-657-2116 

Elana Aavik ï mgr.  Shana Michael  Melissa Pratt  

Jordan Arrigo  Anka Milenkovic  Julia Sapochnicov  

Nicole Arzumov  Juliana Minasian  Priya Seth  

Jackie Buhay -Castro  Dulce Moyo  Kara Sherman  

Nicole Maestranzi  Gabbi Oppenheimer  Bina Volobuyeva  

Grace McCune  Alysse Pellouchoud  Ms. Conner 

Taylor McGovern  Chrissy Piron  Mrs. Rosenberg 
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SPRINGMAN SOCCER  

Congratulations on another successful 7th grade soccer 
season at Springman.  Throughout the season, roles and 
skills were improved on as well as the basic conceptual un-
derstanding of the game of soccer, which will maintain the 
enthusiasm to watch and play for a lifetime.  We finished the 
year with a record of 12 wins, 1 loss and 1 tie.  We finished 
better than we started, both physically and cogni-
tively.  Again, I consider it a pleasure to coach and spend 
quality after school time developing our players.  
 
Coach Jason Kieronski 

SPRINGMAN BOYS BASKETBALL  

7th Grade— Coach Alex Posner 

This years 7th grade boys basketball team at Springman has been 
chosen. The boys will play a 15 game schedule starting December 
2, against conference schools. There is the possibility of a tourna-
ment at the end of the season should they finish in the top 4 of the 
conference. Alex Posner, math teacher at Springman is the boys' 
coach. Congratulations to : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade—Coach Scott Buzard 

 

Jacob Acocella  Sean McDonagh 

Danny Castelli Jimmy Nash 

George Karavidas Blake Paterakos 

Jackson Kinsley Zach Saltzman 

Sammy Kouribalis Fitzpatrick Stadler 

George Mavrakis Ben Wiberg 

Sean Alexander Sam Hoogland 

Kosta Brkovic Danny Legittino 

Cody Carroll Nick Langas 

Charlie Castelli Pat Mihelic 

David Cohn Tom Olickal 

Nick Edelman Will Reynolds 

SPRINGMAN SPIRIT 

SQUAD  

-  Coach Kathryn 

Baumgartner  

Karla Arcos Kara Kilpatrick 

Jamie Bendewald Agatha Maglalang 

Frankie Covello Carley Mahoney 

Olivia Day Ally Nathan 

Emma Dean Diana Obinski 

Natalie Ekonomiuk Megan Platz 

Becky Harrison Jannely Sanchez 

Hailey Hauldren Stella Tantillo 

Jenny Hinkamp Paula Zdanowski 

Janie Kahn  

SPRINGMAN GIRLS BASKETBALL  

Congratulations to the following students! 

7th Grade— Coach Erin Partaker 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade—Coach Ed Stoltz 

Noreen Anderson Kali Croke 

Corinne Arcos Hannah Nelson 

Emma Bass Jazlyn Quijije 

Jane Brennan Erika Szafranski 

Shannon Carroll Caitlin Wallen 

Caroline Caspers Catie Weinman 

Paula Atsaves Annelise Potter 

Katie Barack Claire Thoelecke 

Evi Gountanis Carly Weinman 

Georgia Gountanis Manager —Serena Mashni  

Maria Lacina  

SPRINGMAN VOLLEYBALL  

Congratulations to the Springman Girls Volleyball 
Team on their 1st place finish at the Central Suburban 
Middle School Conference Tournament. The girls played terrific 
all season and represented Springman and district 34 very well.
—Coach Ginis.  The following girls were on this year’s team. 

Paula Atsaves Katie Rossman 

Zoe Abrahamson Nicole Sroubek 

Maureen Andersen Megan Steil 

Bria Condon Kara Stevens 

Cassie Juste Amanda Thoelecke 

Maddie Krug Carly Weinman 

Annelise Potter Alli Riley 

Olivia Pullano Georgia Gountanis 

SPRINGMAN HOME BASKETBALL SCHEDULE  

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 12/2 Shepard 8/7 Girls 

Friday, 12/4 Wilmette 7/8 Boys 

Tuesday, 12/8 Caruso 7/8 Girls 

Wednesday, 12/9 Maple 7/8 Girls 

Friday, 12/11 Shepard 7/8 Boys 

Tuesday, 12/16 Attea 8/7 Boys 

Wednesday, 1/6 Northbrook 7/8 Girls 

Thursday, 1/7 Gemini 8/7 Girls 

Tuesday, 1/12 Field 8/7 Boys 

Wednesday, 1/13 Wood Oaks 8/7 Boys 

Wednesday, 1/20 Parkview 8/7 Boys 

Thursday, 1/21 Caruso 8/7 Boys 

Friday, 1/22 Wilmette 7/8 Girls 

Monday, 1/25 Attea 8/7 Girls 

Tuesday, 1/26 Lincoln 7/8 Boys 

All games are played in the South Gym.  Game time is 4:00 PM for the first game 
and 5:15 PM for the second game. 
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Enjoy these tips and resources for greening the holidays!  
 

Give an EXPERIENCE ~ buy one ticket for them and one for you! Itôs the 

ultimate ñstuffò eliminator and a chance to spend good time together. 

× Buy theater or concert tickets ïdowntown or local, like the Center 

for Performing Arts and Marriott Lincolnshire Theater. 

× Sign up for a class together at The Grove. 

× Donôt forget the sports fans: tickets to see the Blackhawks, Bulls, Bears, White 

Sox, Cubs, Northwestern Wildcats, or DePaul Blue Demons  

× For silly fun: an afternoon at Make-a-Messterpiece, Color Me Mine, Lazer Zone  

× For stretching your legs: open gym at the Park District, swimming at Splash 

Landings, rock climbing at Dickôsðadd a new suit, basketball . . . 

× Recreate your favorite Food Network show and give a coupon to spend the 

afternoon playing with icing or cooking a gourmet meal for the family. 

× Maybe itôs time for sleepover camp? Give a solar or hand crank lantern now, 

and promise a week of fun later. 

Youôve got SKILLS ï now offer them to someone else. A coupon for babysitting, 

handyman tasks, breakfast in bed, pet-washing ï your gift is only limited by your 

imagination (and your skills). 

Weôre all trying to REDUCE this year, 

but that doesnôt mean reducing fun! 

 Reduce your car use ï research 

products online, call ahead to check 

store inventory or purchase online. 

 Reduce packaging ï use less and 

encourage retailers who use less, too 

(see Amazonôs new ñFrustration Free 

Packagingò). 

 Reduce gift wrap waste by 

purchasing recycled or recyclable 

wrapping paper or using reusable gift 

bags. Remember, if the gift wrap is 

shiny, it canôt be recycled! 

 Reduce shopping bags ï remember 

to load your car with several reusable 

bags before you hit the stores. 
 

HANDMADE GIFTS show off your 

talents, everyone loves a gift created 

especially for them!  Watch for craft 

fairs in your area and support local 

artists.  Also, check the web for buy-

and-sell sites offering vintage and 

handmade items. 

Review your gift list and ask, is there a 

greener alternative? Sneakers with 

recycled rubber are a great example! 

Bamboo or modal sheets & towels, or 

even clothes -- there are lots of green 

alternatives. 

We love to consume at this time 

of year ï so shower your friends 

and family with 

CONSUMABLE GIFTS: 

organic foods (especially 

chocolate), houseplants, natural 

soaps and beauty products ï 

truly a luxury. Baking kits are 

always fun for the up and 

coming baker. And do you have 

a gourmet chef in the family? 

Try grow-your-own fresh herbs, 

infused organic oils or a 

mushroom-growing kit!  Add a 

yummy recipe! 

HOSTING a party? Reusable plates, glasses, 

napkins and flatware are always the best choice 

for the Earth. If you need extra, try borrowing 

from friends, neighbors and family or renting 

from your local party rental storeï it might be 

less expensive than you think!  Plates run about 

$7/dozen, wine/water glasses about 

$6.50/dozen, and flatware about $5/dozen. 

Also, consider bio-degradable supplies made 

out of 100% sugar can fiber - available at your 

organic foods retailer or try Branchhome.com 

(50 dinner plates for $9, 50 cups for $7).  If 

offering water bottles at a party, provide a few 

permanent markers for labeling to reduce 

misplaced and half-empty bottles! 

Buzz Words to know:  Buy local, organic, Fair Trade/Equal Exchange, sustainable, 100% biodegradable, 100% post-

consumer, non-toxic, recycled, thrifted, gently used, or eco-anything. Please support local retailers! 

Give the gift of Class! CLASSES, that 

is. Try your local knit shop for a 

knitting class, cooking classes, voice 

lessons, painting or drawing lessons, 

a piano or private instrument lesson, 

or even skating lessons.  Just one 

class can delight and inspire! 

MEMBERSHIPS are gifts that give all year. You could include a promise to take the 

recipient there (by mass transit, of course):  

 The Planetarium for the star-gazer, a museum pass for the curious  

 The Botanic Garden for the greenie and nature walkers 

 The Brookfield Zoo for the wild at heart 

 The Park Center gym to give New Yearôs resolutions an early start 

Consider purchasing rechargeable batteries and a charger for all of your electronics!  

Donôt forget to pick up the remote recharger for the Wii. 

Book a poolside STAYCATION ï 

wrap up some goggles or a beach towel 

and surprise them with a reservation at 

a hotel with a pool!   

VINTAGE is a fabulous word for óusedô but donôt let that scare you off! One personôs 

no-longer-used-toy is another personôs favorite gift. Check out half.com for new and 

used books at bargain prices, venture into ebay.com and see what you can buy or sell, 

and try Craigslist.com for local buy and sell.  

 

Green Living Gift Giving Guide  


