Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
May 31, 2011 at Springman Middle School
  
In Attendance: Laura Berquist,  Sabrina Briggs, Peggy Callas, Kristy Carroll, Jackie Castelli, Ana Cassorla, Kristin Daus, Lisa Dickholtz, Deb Faermark, Susie Feldstein, Mary Hershey, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Laura Horowitz, Cheryl Kasner ,Christine Lake, Gretchen Meek, Cathy Patrick, Mary Patronik, Maureen Pekosh, Patty Pratt, Meg Phelan, Liz Price , Diana Sirakides, Liz Skweres, Marcy Sotirchos Jim Woell

Call to Order:  Liz Price called the meeting to order at 9:25 am.

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the May 10. 2011 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Susie Feldstein presented the financial reports.  The reports reflect the actual expenditures and income through May 26, 2011, Susie then projected the expenses for graduation, teacher appreciation through the end of the year. PTA was originally scheduled to spend down $11,500 of reserve funds this year; however, we are ending up just about even between income and expenses.  We received unexpected income from Amazon, eScrip, and the showings of “Race to Nowhere.” Also some of the expenses were not quite as large as we expected. As a result, next year we will be increasing our outlay for Educational Enrichment and Wish list. We will also be able to increase expenses for Graduation and any other committees that may need it. The executive committee will be developing a budget over the summer intended to spend an extra 5-10 thousand dollars. There was a discussion about whether to combine the money for Educational Enrichment and Wish list and fund grants out of a unified fund.  The Executive committee will consider that as well. PTA will plan to send out an email over the summer to inform teachers that we will have a lot of funds to give away next year and encourage them to think about their needs. PTA will also try to spend the money earlier in the year next year.

President’s Report: 
· Liz Price presented the slate of PTA officers for 2011-2012.  She thanked Kristin Borth for putting it together. She also thanked the new officers for accepting their new roles and the old officers for serving. There are still a few open positions: Environmental chairs for both schools, and co-chairs for the Springman Book Fair and Teacher Appreciation Week.  A motion was made to approve the slate that was presented.  It was seconded and approved. 

· Liz presented the PTA calendar for 2011-2012. It includes proposed meeting dates and events to be held at both schools. It will be posted on the website.  

· Liz announced that the PTA executive committee is in the process of developing a questionnaire about PTA for parents.   If you have questions that you want included, let Liz know.  The survey will probably go out in August. 

· Liz also discussed a new fundraising possibility that was discussed at PTA Council.  The WB/GG PTA held a Spring Boutique this year. It was easy to do, but did not make as much money as they had hoped.  They proposed the possibility of an all-District.  The event would be similar to the OLPH Holly Fair.  PTA nominated Mindy Schloss to be our representative to the planning committee. More information will be coming in the fall.  If you have any thoughts or want to be involved, let Liz know.

· Liz reminded everyone that you can register for PTA online.

	
Principals’ Reports 

Heather Hopkins reported the following items:
· Dr. Hopkins reminded parents that graduation is next week. Planning for the party and decorations are going well. She also thanked parents and students for their help with the CEC District evaluations. They have had the initial report from the assessor focusing on areas of strength and weakness.  This data will be used to improve school functioning in the coming years. The last District assessment was done in 2005.

Jim Woell reported the following items: 
· Mr. Woell reported that the Attea wind turbine is up and generating electricity.  It is producing 468 watts of electricity a day which run a series of fish tanks in one of the science classes. Attea is also collecting data on the power output through April next year.  Because the turbine is up so high, there is an almost constant generation of electricity.
· Mr. Woell announced that the Attea mosaic will be dedicated June 7th.  There will be 2 ceremonies, one during the 6th grade X-block and one during the 7th grade X-block.  He encouraged everyone to go see the mosaic.  It is almost finished, although they could still use a few volunteers if anyone has time to finish cleaning it up.

· The LSC has developed a calendar of meetings for the fall and is beginning to work on developing communication and education about online grading. 

· The teachers have also been working on incoming 6th grade math placements.  Notices will be sent home after report cards. If you have questions about placement, call the principals at the middle schools. 

· Attea folks will also be getting an email from Woell to get feedback on communication.  Please provide feedback.

Committee Reports:
	
8th grade Graduation-- Laura Berquist reported that Springman graduation plans are all set.  She still needs volunteers to help put up decorations in the gym Friday June 3rd between 9-3. Show up if you are available to help. Attea graduation decorating is Wednesday June 8th beginning at 12 noon.  Attea needs volunteers for decorating and 6th and 7th grade parents for the night of the event.  Mary Hershey will send out an email blast.
 
 School Board Report—Meg Phelan reported that the last Board meeting focused on the budget and improvements that need to be made at the schools over the summer. The Board is looking closely at the school’s balance sheet especially since the state is being slow to pay their bills to the District. The Next Board meeting is June 7th at the Administration Building.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10 am

Important Dates:
Springman Graduation  			 June 6th
Attea Graduation    			 	 June 8th
Last day of school for grades 6-7  	 June 10th
First PTA meeting 2011-2012		 September 6 at Attea
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