Proposed Springman Attea PTA Minutes
December 1, 2009

In Attendance:  Yuko Aimi, Kristin Borth, Melinda Boustakakis, Sandy Brennan, Geri Brinkman, Tammy Burke, Ana Cassorla, Kristin Daus, Susie Feldstein, Robin Hinrichs, Cheryl Kasner, Kay Laurie, Jackie Lutz, Laura Nekola, Meg Phelan, Liz Price, Dianna Sirakides, Marcy Sotirchos, Jim Woell

Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order.
Secretary’s Report:  The October minutes were read and approved.  The secretary asked board members to email her a title, image and paragraph for any items to be included in the next email blast. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The book fairs generated income of $4422.57 with $2259.69 at Springman and $2162.88 at Attea.  Even with all the books given to the free and reduced lunch children, the book fairs still did very well.

 President’s Report:  Candy Pullano reported the directories will be delivered to the schools this Friday.  Although not ideal, only one household is listed per student.   The PTA will look into correcting this problem for next year.

Teacher appreciation ideas were discussed.  The board really wants to let the teachers know their efforts are truly valued.  Possible gift ideas were discussed.    Current and proposed ideas are the book fair staff breakfasts, a Thanksgiving gift (to differentiate between all the December gifts from individual gifts), a bigger teacher appreciation week in the Spring with a team of parents working with the teacher appreciation chairperson, end of year breakfast.
PTA Job Descriptions:  Liz Price asked that final job descriptions be sent to her by January.

Local School Council Update:  Liz Price reported that Phil Collins and 2 teachers spoke on reading/language arts curriculum.   A new program is being tested in K thru 8 classrooms.  Liz suggested we ask Phil Collins or either of the 2 teachers to speak to the PTA about the current program and the new program.    Jim Woell said that teachers are working on common formative assessment through the Professional Learning Community and that the district is at a more cohesive point right now.  Staff at both middle schools question the merit of every unit taught.  Also, staff is looking at what is being taught and a consistent approach to assessments.  Teachers are generating questions and supporting each other.  Sixty teachers are piloting the new reading /language arts curriculum.    
Principals’ Report:

Dr. Heather Hopkins, Springman, was at a workshop and could not attend the meeting.

Jim Woell for Attea:

· COGAT testing, a manual paper test with bubbles, is being administered to 6th graders at both schools.  This is a replacement of the Terra Nova.   COGAT allows for re-adjustment of placement for ability groups.

· The 8th graders at both Attea and Springman are completing Terra Nova tests for high school placement.  All registration materials will be at Glenbrook South prior to winter break.

· Attea held a huge pep rally last Thursday to recognize fall and winter sports.  Officer Smith dressed up as a turkey for the Thanksgiving theme.

· Attea’s dance was poorly attended although much effort was made with a variety activities and publicity for the event.    Officer Smith had a hovercraft, a tee-shirt cannon, DJ, WII game challenges and much more.

· H1N1 vaccinations are being administered at all District 34 schools this week.  Parent volunteers are needed at both schools.   Cook County Health Department is handling the vaccinations with an estimate of 60% of students participating.
· Principal Woell gave an update of the team and class size committee.  The committee presented options to reduce class size to a maximum of 26 to the Board of Education.  This is a very difficult issue and is further complicated by large bubbles of students for certain years coming through the middle schools.    One option is to redistribute individual years of students geographically to make team sizes workable.  Another option is to make smaller team sizes with B block staff teaching 2 subjects, which presents challenges and parents have resisted this in the past.  Currently Springman has a larger student body but this flip flops to Attea in the 2012 2013 year.   The middle schools had a large influx of students from private schools late in the summer which posed planning problems for the middle schools.    Staff development is also a problem as time allocation becomes more difficult.  Parents have opposed the student late arrival option for staff development which GBS uses.  The PTA board discussed the need for parents to be fully educated on this issue as it’s very complicated.  Candy Pullano will bring this topic up at PTA council as a cohesive education plan is needed.
Adjournment:  The next meeting will be held January 5th at 9:15am at Attea Middle School.

