Draft Springman Attea PTA Minutes
November 3, 2009
In Attendance:  Yuko Aimi, Mary Alonzi, Geri Brinkman, Kristi Carroll, Ana Cassorla, Lisa Dickholtz, Susie Feldstein, Mary Hershey, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Matina Ingallinera, Melinda Just, Cheryl Kasner, Kay Laurie, Laura Nekola, Carrie O’Gara, Meg Phelan, Liz Price, Candy Pullano, Jen Roberts, Liz Skweres, Marcy Sotirchos, Melanie Turenne, Natalie Weber,  Jim Woell, Judy Wolf
Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order.  

Staff Thanks:  Pam Clifford, Student Services coordinator, thanked the PTA for supporting the Sushi Character Counts event  at Attea.  Most of the teachers dressed as sushi (or a related theme costume) to creatively demonstrate the pillars of character.  The kids had a great time.
Secretary’s Report:  Jim Woell clarified that questions regarding building safety during Fire Drills were referred to District 34’s Building and Grounds Director, Bob Lazarotti. The October minutes will be changed to reflect this and were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:    The book fair did very well producing revenue of approximately $4500.  The book fairs are primarily a community service.   Susie Feldstein and Candy Pullano thanked the book chairs.  
Membership stands at 504, down from last year.   Recruitment will continue.
Susie reported the Sally Foster final numbers:  Springman sold $29,992, Attea sold $10,872.  However PTA will continue to have income from any online orders.
To clarify, spiritwear numbers are skewed by the purchase of inventory that has not yet been sold.  PTA has a stock of new items in the line and is making them available in the school stores and at future school events.  Items unsold at the end of the school year will be sold next year.

Susie Feldstein, treasurer, explained that cash boxes are in both school offices.  When needed, start with your own $40 in change at the beginning of the event, remove the change at the end, then make arrangements with Susie to get the profits to her.
President’s Report:
Candy Pullano thanked Lisa Dickholtz for organizing the Via Gelato sharing day.  Lisa reported that the response was lower this year than last year, partly because the day was cold and rainy.  The Springman staff supported the event well.  PTA will need to decide if fundraisers such as this should be continued.  Perhaps a Friday date or a different sort of restaurant would work better.

The Directory will be ready to go to print next Tuesday.  District 34 provides the information for the directory, which is formatted and printed by the PTA.  Only the primary residence is shown for children with 2 households.  PTA will look into how to handle this in the future.

Liz Price distributed a template for PTA job descriptions and also an example.  Liz is happy to help PTA chairpersons organize their job descriptions.  She encouraged the chairs to make the time tables very detailed.    A short description of each PTA position will be listed on the website for volunteers deciding which board position is a good fit for them.
Candy announced that the November meeting will have a presentation on team and class size.  She thanked this month’s presenters.
Internet Safety:  Helene Davitz, Deb Sieget and Brian Engel gave a very informative presentation on internet safety and current trends of children’s internet use.    A synopsis of this presentation’s power point can be found on Springman’s website, http://sp.glenview34.org/internetsafetyparents.html.
Principals’ Report:

Dr. Heather Hopkins for Springman:

Builder’s Club hosted a Halloween Bash which raised over $1000 to benefit the Debra Gelfand fund.  The kids could put money into 5 Gallon jugs, each being labeled for particular teacher s.  “Winning” teachers had gel pies thrown in their faces.   The event was a big success with music and pizza.

The Character Counts food drive was also a big success with over 2000 cans collected.  The staff had great incentives for the canned food drive.  Dr. Hopkins served lunch as a clown to the whole 8th grade as a prize.    All grade levels did well.  Kids did the boxing and counting of the canned food.

Book Fair had a big turnaround with all the changes and Anderson as the supplier.  All the changes made a huge difference.   She was impressed by the larger inventory and the broader range of books.  The lexile information, teacher recommendations, the new outdoor banner and teacher breakfast all worked perfectly.  Heather thanked Liz Skweres, Mary Alonzi and Candy Pullano for their efforts. 
 Sally Foster wrapping paper pickup is Friday.

 The Cook County Sheriff Dept is doing technology safety presentations by grade level on November 23rd.

Intergenerational Program:  Attea and Springman students will be performing Nov 13th  at the Senior Center at the Park District for a intergenerational program.    Senior Citizens  will also participate in drama activities at both schools and will give bridge lessons.  A bridge tournament is planned in the spring.  Chip carving lessons are also planned.
Jim Woell for Attea:
Jim Woell also thanked the PTA for their support of the Character Counts Sushi for Halloween.  Only 2 kids were sent to the office on Halloween, which is a huge success.
The canned food drive was also a success.  On October 30, Jim told the whole school they had an assignment from him: bring in one more can of food.

Jim agreed with  Heather’s comments about this year’s great book fair.  He and his staff were impressed and pleased with the changes made this year.  He thanked Mary Alonzi and Breland Nelson for their efforts.
The Sally Foster wrapping paper is being delivered November 6th and parent pick up is November 9.

The Orchestra concert is Wednesday, the Band concert is Thursday.
Middle School  Task Force recommendations were well received by the board. The  Middle School task force is no longer meeting but much follow up work is happening.  The Springman Attea Local School Council is also working on follow up to the grading recommendations. 

The grading policy is currently being reviewed.  How does staff make grades more meaningful?  The staff knows they need to be more consistent across the board. More weight will be given to summative assessment and less on formative/practice assignments.  Staff must get to the point that grades reflect summative knowledge.  The goal is to having everything wrapped for the 2010/2011 school year.  Local School Council has forwarded their proposal to the Building committee.  The next step is a review by the Education Committee, then final approval by the Board of Education.  Report Card structure is also being reviewed.
Staff met from both schools to discuss Xblock.  One aspect of Xblock is to provide regular tutorial sessions for students who have gaps in learning.  These tutorial groups are being kept to a size of 9 or 10 children.  District 34 is using Xblock for both remediation and enrichment in a middle school block schedule.  No other schools using the Professional Learning Community model are doing this so there is not model to follow.
Work is ongoing on the class/team size proposals from the Middle School Task force.  Currently the class size cap is 28 but work is being done to generate scenarios to reduce class size caps to 26.  
 A joint partnership between the Village of Glenview, the Park District and District 34 has been formed to look at ways to share space for administrative personnel.
Wish List: Kay Laurie presented the fall wish list items for a vote, which were approved.  Highlights are updated atlases, a wireless PA system, a formal publication of student writing,  language learning software for ELL students, bullfrogs for dissection, digital audio books and many literacy related items
Book Fair: Laura Nekola reported the book fairs were very well received.  Next time they will request more paperbacks to make the event more price sensitive.    The chairs felt the teacher breakfasts, teacher wish lists and the lexile information was very helpful.   Mary Alonzi and Laura Nekola gave very specific book recommendations to Anderson.  The Social workers worked with free and reduced lunch kids and the PTA purchased a book for each of these children.  Next year, the PTA hopes to get two PTA book fair chairs for each school so this job would be a two year rotating commitment.  
Parents in Partnership:  Carrie O’Gara encouraged all parents to attend the upcoming Parents in Partnership on November 7th.  Three breakout sessions are available after the key note speakers on a wide variety of parenting subjects.  
Adjournment:  The next meeting will be held December 1st at 9:15am at Springman Middle School.
