Proposed Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
April 6, 2010 at Springman Middle School
  
In Attendance: Yuko Aimi, Melinda Boustakakis, Sandy Bennan,  Peggy Callas, Debbie Faermark, Susie Feldstein, Mary Hershey, Robin Hinrichs, Cheryl Kasner, Jackie Lutz, Laura Nekola, Meg Phelan, Liz Price, Candy Pullano, Marcy Sotirchos, Jim Woell

Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order.  

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were approved.  Sandy Brennan asked chairs to email her with any volunteer needs, which will be included in the next email blast.   She is also looking for items for Northfield Pantry needs and for open PTA board positions.

Treasurer’s Report:  Susie Feldstein reported the budget has not changed much.  She is in the process of collecting money for graduation and assessing the cultural arts budget.
 
President’s Report:  Candy Pullano reported the Cultural Arts program was renamed Educational Enrichment (E2) in response to the collective recommendations of the PTA Board, Principals and teachers.  Historically, cultural arts was entertainment at school assemblies which was difficult to make effective at the middle school level.  Sixth grade needs are very different than 8th grade needs.  Many cultural field trips are available to the kids.  For example, the 8th grade has a field trip to the opera.  The goal is to move away from large group assemblies and come up with curriculum aligned push in activities, which will be funded like Wish List.  Uneven funding will occur between the middle schools but will even out over the years.  Deb Segiet, technology teacher at Springman, is creating a wikispace for teachers to share their ideas and successes with their activities.  

Marcy Sotirchos, PTA’s Educational Enrichment chair, explained that the PTA is a support for these types of programs and activities.  The teachers must be the group to find the push in activities and programs to support their curriculum, which is very difficult as the teachers are so busy.  Jim Woell expressed that staff is very concerned about using time and money wisely and effectively.  The PTA’s job is assist the staff in scheduling and finding the programs they want, but also to find creative ways to finance the programs. 

Candy reported that the regular Tuesday meetings are difficult for some parents to attend.  Meetings that occur within a few days of the first days back from summer, winter and spring breaks are also difficult.  The PTA exec board will be looking for optional days for meetings.

Candy Pullano also asked board members to submit year end reports, job description and time lines as soon as possible to Liz Price.
Debbie Lubeck will be the speaker at a future meeting to discuss changes to the Gifted Enrichment program.

Principals’ Reports 

Heather Hopkins was absent from the meeting but Deb Faermark reported the following item:
· The Builders’ Club had another fundraiser for the Food Pantry raising $1000.  

Jim Woell reported the following items:

· Attea students finished ISAT testing.  The main NWEA testing will occur in May.
· The 5 grade transition meetings are in process.  Each child’s placement is discussed by their 5th grade teacher and Attea staff.
· Eighth grade transitions to high school are also in process with course placements happening now.
· Letters have been mailed to parents of current 6th graders asking for feedback for placement to 7th grade teams.
· Eighth grade graduation is June 8th for Attea and June 9th for Springman.  The Great America field trip is June 7th.
· The Mulan Jr production was amazing.  Staff will debrief next week to discuss positives and also what could be improved next year.  One glitch was an equipment malfunction.  Jim was able to borrow replacement equipment from another school.
· Work continues on finalizing grading philosophy.

School Board Update:    Jim Woell and Meg Phelan reported the District 34 School Board voted to keep staffing levels the same for the 2010 2011 school year.  The state of Illinois owes District $2.2 million.  The Board has been frugal and maintained reserves of 2 to 3 years..  The Budget Reduction Task Force has been re-formed and the Citizen’s Finance Advisory committee continues work.   A future 2013 referendum is being discussed.

The Gifted Enrichment task force presented as the last board meeting, with an emphasis on use of COGAT scores to differentiate between high achieving and gifted students.    Debbie Lubek will present at the next middle school PTA meeting.

Team and class size committee proposals have been put on the back burner, due to budget constraints and questions about the state fulfilling its financial obligations.   Teams perform best when teachers are teaching a single subject.  To accommodate the impending large bubble of children hitting the middle schools, the schools may have to go to a third smaller team with teachers teaching 2 subjects.  Foreign language may end up on carts with those teachers not having their own classrooms.    A parent asked if an option is to move the 6th graders back to the intermediate schools.  Jim Woell answered that staff thinks having 6th graders at the middle schools is best and the intermediate schools also could not accommodate the large numbers.  The group discussed how to get this information out to the public.

The Board approved hiring a deputy/associate superintendant to directly supervise the principals and develop a professional development plan for all staff.

Escrip:  Mary Hershey reported a surge in sign-ups after the eblast ads for Escrip.  She encouraged the group to also sign up for Escrip dining.  Amazon also has great share program, which can pay up to 8%.  Kindle purchases result in 10% being paid to the PTA.  She will continue to search for similar ‘no effort’ fundraisers.

Empty Bowls:  Although not an official PTA event, treasurer Susie Feldstein, the parent chairperson,  reported on the Empty Bowls event.  The Empty Bowls dinner will be held at Attea May 20th in conjunction with the Middle School Art Fair at the Park Center.  Candice Wu, Attea art teacher, held a similar event at the Henking/Hoffman cluster and has brought the concept to the middle schools.   She and David Kolber, Springman’s art teacher, worked with students in the classroom and after school to make beautiful bowls for the Empty Bowls evening of soup and family sharing to raise funds to fight hunger.  Multiple students may have worked on the various phases of each bowl.

Jill Brinkman talked to kids about Northfield Pantry’s needs, which are especially large during the summer when low income families do not have the District’s support for breakfast and lunch.  

All families will be receiving an invitation to the event.  Volunteers are needed to work the event, make soup, make bread and donate supplies.  Free and reduced lunch families will receive a separate invitation to come for free.  A canned food drive will be promoted and a raffle.  Candy Pullano thanked Susie for all her work as the parent chair of this event.

Membership:    Liz Price reported online PTA registration goes live April 14th , along with District 34’s registration.  After PTA fee payment, parents will be directed to a link to complete a volunteer survey.  Liz expects an interesting learning curve for the process.  She will contact parents who pay but do not complete the survey via email blast to get their volunteer information.  Also, PTA will do a registration drive during incoming 6th grade open house and the curriculum nights.

Local School Council:  Yuko Aimi reported Local School Council will do a parent survey which should be very beneficial as they now have base line information from 2 years ago.  Attea is piloting a program to allow 7th grade parents online access to grades.  This has been held back by a lack of technology, but not all the grades are web-based.

  
Adjournment:  The next meeting will be held May 4th, 9:15am at Attea Middle School.
 
  
