Proposed Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
May 4, 2010 at Attea Middle School
  
In Attendance: Yuko Aimi, Eleanor Aquino, Cindy Berg, KristenBorth, Melinda Boustakakis, Sandy Brennan, Tammy Burke, Peggy Callas, Ana Casorla, Kristin Daus, Lisa Dickholtz, Susie Feldstein, Dianna Gordon, Pam Hartigan, Mary Hershey, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Matina Ingallinera, Cheryl Kasner, Kay Laurie, Angela McCune, Gretchen Meek, Donna Moy, Annie Nimz, Meg Phelan, Liz Price, Candy Pullano, Diana Sirakides, Liz Skweres, Marcy Sotirchos, Dilnaz Waraich, Jim Woell, Judy Wolf

Presentation:  The PTA group moved to a classroom to receive a demonstration of the smart boards funded by Glenview Education Foundation.  Everyone was amazed by the technology.

Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order.

Secretary’s Report:  For the April minutes, Heather Hopkins clarified  the Local School Council survey is not a satisfaction survey.  The minutes will be revised to reflect this change and were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:   Susie Feldstein reviewed the budget and reported income continues to trickle in.  She received checks for Box Tops and $244 for Escrip, bringing the total Escrip income to $700.  She is still waiting on Educational Enrichment invoices and a few items from wish list.

Graduation fees and expenses are in process.  A new expense for graduation is a photo booth, which is expected to be a hit with the kids.  Hospitality expenses are down, as staff appreciation week expenses were re-allocated.  
 
President’s Report: 
· Candy Pullano reported she and the other PTA presidents participated in the Deputy Superintendant interviews.    District 34 hired an independent agency to gather and screen candidates.  District 34 staff and the PTA presidents interviewed 5 candidates.   Candy was impressed by the 2 day interview and collaboration process which resulted in consensus building to select the deputy superintendant.    The district hopes to create continuity in hiring the next superintendant.
· Please read the revised PTA By-Laws and give feedback to Candy Pullano or Liz Price.  Liz Price and Melinda Boustakakis revised the Illinois PTA suggested template to produce the proposed Springman Attea By-Laws.  Melinda commented the Illinois PTA will not approve the By-Laws if modified extensively from their suggested template.
· Office Marsh will talk to PTA at the June meeting about the burgeoning problem of Springman’s lost and found.  He estimates he’s donated well over $1000 of clothing this year and is asking for suggestions to improve this situation.
· The June 1st meeting at Springman will be an informal meeting to transition from the old board to the new board.   Deb Lubek, director of Support Services, will present on changes to the Gifted Enrichment program.  Final year end reports are due at the June 1 meeting.
· Candy asked members give meeting presentation ideas to Liz Price or her.  A member suggested the gang presentation by the Glenview Police Dept and asked if this information is given to middle school students.   The principals feel this type of information may just stir up interest among students.   Staff deal with the 2 categories of gang awareness:  those who actually represent gang affiliation and those who are dabble with gang designations but have no affiliation.  Staff does discuss gangs in the handbook talks at beginning of school.   A very small percentage, less than 6 students, have done tagging art.    Another parent asked about a possible presentation on the life skills curriculum as she would like to know what the school covers, particularly for sex education.  Heather Hopkins feels the life skills curriculum is one of the best things the schools do:  nutrition and hygiene is covered in 6th grade, hygiene and nutrition is covered in 7th grade, and drugs and sex education is the curriculum topics for 8th grade.  The principals reported that this is covered with 8th grade parents on curriculum night and a detailed letter is also mailed to parents prior to the life skills unit.  Parents who choose for their children to opt out of the life skills unit meet with teachers to prepare independent study for their kids. 

	
Principals’ Reports 

Heather Hopkins reported the following items:

· The teams continue discussion on student organizational systems.
· The staff enjoyed the PTA’s efforts for staff appreciation week.  Mary Alonzi won $25 itunes gift card and a cafeteria staff member won a $25 Starbucks gift card so far in the daily raffle.
· Students and staff greatly appreciated the powerful Mawi program.  Mawi sat down with the 8th graders for lunch, spending time talking with all the tables of kids.  Students had a fantastic response to his program, starting conversations at home and class based on Mawi’s program.  One hundred twenty five kids purchased his books.   His core message was   “You’ve been so blessed, what are you going to do with all the opportunities you’ve been given?”  This program was paid through the PTA’s Educational Enrichment (E2) funds.
· The Olympian team worked with House Theatre to produce short vignette plays.  This was another E2 program.  
· Wildcat Publishers published Paws and Reflect, an anthology of Springman student author’s writing, which was paid for by PTA Wish List.
· May, with multiple transitions in process, is a tough time of year at the middle schools.  Students seem to be at a fairly even keel, keeping focus in the classroom.  Staff constantly reminds the eighth graders to savor their last middle school experiences but to continue their schoolwork.
· Springman will receive the official plaque designating them as a ‘Horizon School to Watch’ this Thursday.  This honor is from the National Forum to Accelerate Middle Grades Reform.  A few staff members will travel to Washington D.C. to receive the national award and attend the conference.   Representatives from other schools are visiting Springman to view how block scheduling gives middle school teachers autonomy to set scheduling to enhance achievement.  District 34’s middle school student achievement continues to climb even though student diversity increases.


Jim Woell reported the following items: 
· NWEA testing is wrapping up this week.  Due to a glitch, scores were flashed at the end of testing to some children.  Parents reported this stressed some kids.   
· End of year testing for math placement is also happening.  Due to preparation work done at the intermediate school, a larger number of kids are placing into pre-algebra.
· Reading fluency testing results show double digit score increases.  This is due to Nora Quish’s leadership team identifying students at risk for reading.  These at risk children were worked with throughout the year.
· Attea staff also is enjoying PTA’s efforts for staff appreciation week.  Cafeteria and custodial staff won the first 2 raffle items of the week.  Mr Woell also provided an Attea stress ball reliever, mini stress relief therapies from West Lake Chiropractic and rootbeer floats on Friday.  The staff continues to be enthusiastic.
· Important upcoming dates for 8th graders:  June 7 – Great America trip;  June 8 – Attea rehearsal, graduation and party; June 9 – Springman rehearsal, graduation and party
· Jim Woell reported receiving great parent feedback for test of the 7th grade online grading being available to parents.  He asked parents to email with any problems.
· A parent questioned the retake policy.  School policy is to encourage retakes of quizzes and tests to ensure student mastery of subject areas..
· Next year Attea will be using the Rush Neurological Program for Executive Function approach for student study and time management skills.  All 6th graders will have one common system of organization.  Currently every team uses a different system.  

Escrip:  Mary Hershey reported a surge in sign-ups after the email ads.  She asked the board to also sign up for the Escrip dining program.  Amazon’s great sharing program, which can be 8% of the amount you pay, can be accessed via the PTA website.  Please let her know of any other sharing or simple fundraisers.

Empty Bowls:  Susie Feldstein, parent chair, shared  the Art teachers continue to work with students  to make the beautiful bowls for the May 20th soup dinner.  Jill Brinkman talked to kids about Northfield Pantry’s needs, especially for summer.  Invitations were sent home in backpacks and will be advertised via eblast.  Separate invitations for free and reduced kids were mailed to those families.  A raffle is also being done for the beautiful teacher bowls.   Kids donate money or canned food to get raffle tickets.

Educational Enrichment:  Marcy Sotirichos also commented on the success of the Mawi program at Springman.  Attea is doing a Pennies Project based on Greg Mortenson book, Three Cups of Tea.  Deb Segiet has created a Wiki space for middle school staff to share and promote Educational Enrichment program ideas.  
 
Focus:    The May Focus issue will be online but a paper copy will be mailed to incoming 6th grade families.

Graduation:  Cindy Berg reported for the Attea graduation party committee.  New items this year will be a photo booth and a green screen activity area, both expected to be a huge hit with the kids.  Cindy thanked the Callas family for their help with creating 7’x2’ banners at both schools for graduation.
 
Online PTA Registration:  Liz Price encouraged all members to register online for next year’s PTA.    

Middle School Art Fair:  Markie Condon is coordinating the Middle School Art Fair, which kicks off with a reception on May 20th.  Families can attend the Art Fair and the Empty Bowls dinner the same evening.

GEF:  The next round of grants will be given this spring.  GEF is sponsoring an Explore Open House on May 23rd from 2:30 to 5:30 at Attea.  The Open House will allow families to see items and programs purchased by GEF funds.

  
Adjournment:  The PTA transition meeting will be held June 1, 9:15am at Springman Middle School.   
  
  
  
