Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
October 6, 2010 at Springman Middle School

  

In Attendance: Patty Abbaszadeh, Denise Abraham, Mary Alonzi, KristenBorth, Sandy Brennan, Peggy Callas, Ana Casorla, Kristin Daus, Susie Feldstein Cathy Freidinger, Mary Garvey, Amanda Gregory, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Melissa Ignelzi, Angie Katsamakis, Tricia Koff, Tammy Langas, Jackie Lutz, Kathy McCarthy, Susan McMillin,  Marsha Merdinger, Donna Moy, Bridget Neuson, Mary Patronik,  Patty Pratt, Liz Price ,Dominnique Reed, Valerie Rosenberg, Mindy Scholoss, Diana Sirakides,Tina Skoubis,  Liz Skweres, Marcy Sotirchos ,Sue Swaringen,  Dilnaz Waraich, Jim Woell, Susan Yanun
Presentation: Turning Points Presentation by Brian Wegley, Principal at GBS and Mark O”Brien, Vice Principal at GBS, Jim Woell, Principal at Attea, and Heather Hopkins, Principal at Springman.
Call to Order:  Liz Price called the meeting to order at 10:45 am.
Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the September 7, 2010 meeting were approved.

COMMITTEES:

Innisbrook Fundraiser: Melissa Ignelzi reported that students can continue to turn in forms for the Innisbrook Fundraiser until the end of this week. We have sold $30,000 of product as of now.  Although the fundraiser was supposed to end yesterday, the committee will still be taking orders online until Friday.  Melissa acknowledged that some people were having trouble with the online ordering process.  If you are having trouble, see Melissa, she will help. Liz Price said a big “thank you” to the committee chairs. Liz reminded everyone that proceeds go directly to the Educational Enrichment and Wish lists funds. Liz acknowledged that the fundraiser seems to be exceeding budget expectations. She also reminded members that they can just send in a donation if they do not want to buy wrapping paper.
Book Fair: Liz Skweres reported on the preparations for the Springman book fair. Book Fairs at both schools are scheduled for Oct. 20-22. There are still a few volunteer opportunities at both schools.  Contact Liz Skweres to volunteer at Springman and Kristin Borth or Kathy Cameranesi to volunteer at Attea. Liz Price reported that the book Fairs will again be done by Anderson books and will be running like last year. Springman will be doing an afterschool snack time for teachers instead of a teacher breakfast.  This will let the LA teachers preview the books before they bring their students and let all the teachers pick out books that they would like parents to purchase for the classroom.  Parents are encouraged to buy books for their kids, teachers, and themselves.  Hopefully, some of the parenting books discussed at the talk this morning will be available at the book fairs as well.PTA will also be providing 300 free and reduced lunch students (177 at Springman and 115 at Attea) with $10 gift certificates to buy a book that is approved by their LA teachers and in their Lexile range. 
Parents in Partnership:  Liz Price announced that the Parents in Partnership workshops will be held at Attea on Oct. 30 from 8:30-12:30.  They provide a variety of speakers for parents of children of all ages.  Childcare is available. Be sure to reserve a spot. All parents are encouraged to attend.

Focus Distribution:  Kristin Daus announced that the deadline for the next Focus is October 11.  It will then be distributed by eBlast on October 15th.  

GEF Update:  Jackie Lutz announced that everyone should have gotten a Resource guide from GEF. She hopes that everyone found it helpful.  GEF will be working with the Make It Better organization to include more information that is valuable to parents. She encouraged parents to offer suggestions to the committee by leaving a message on the GEF website. She also announced that the GEFannual fund drive starts tomorrow. Parents will be getting notices about the drive.  If you want to donate, you can go to the website or send in money.  If you do not donate, you will be contacted during the Phone-a-Thon on November 3rd.   GEF is hoping to raise $150,000 this year.  They are still trying to build awareness about GEF.  Only 15% of parent participate in supporting it.  For more information on GEF and videos of students who have benefitted from GEF grants, look on the website: www.GEF34.org  .

Bike Safety:  Tammy Langas presented a fun new thing that PTA is sponsoring—Bike Safety Day.  This Thursday Oct. 7th PTA members will be standing by the bike racks at Springman and Attea giving out coupons for gum  to all kids that arrive on their bikes with helmets on. The kids will then get a pack of gum when they turn in their coupons after school. Tammy told parents not to tell kids in advance.  This initiative is to promote bike safety, especially in response to the bike injury that happened recently near Hoffman.  Unfortunately, many kids begin to think that helmets are no longer cool in middle school and more injuries occur. 

Liz also noted that this is an example of things that PTA can do to support kids in simple ways when someone has an idea.  Tammy saw a need and contacted Liz 2 weeks ago.  Now it’s happening.  If you have any ideas, let someone on the Board know, and we will try to implement them.  

Character Counts Food Drive:  Patty Pratt reported that the Character Counts food drive will be October 18-22.  At Attea, Officer Smith is in charge of the drive.  He has organized a “True Blue Flyer Crew” that is breaking the kids up into groups.  The kids will be writing announcements, make flyers, collecting food, ,and money. The team that collects the most will get lunch served to them by Mr. Woell, Officer Smith, and other teachers.  At Springman, Builders Club has made posters and  is organizing team groups.  The big incentive is will be to watch Dr. Hopkins do something on an obstacle course.  
NEW BUSINESS: 

Winter Fundraiser Committee Report—Liz Price reported that Innisbrook is PTA’s biggest fundraiser.  Liz is concerned that this is all we are relying on for funding.  Hopefully, if we had more possibilities for fundraising, we could fund more things.  The committee met and came up with many suggestions. One idea that stood out was to do an evening fundraiser for adults.  This could possibly make $5,000-$50,000.  Liz asked PTA members their opinion on having a fun party for parents of middle school students to come together with school staff and spend time together.  Liz proposed the possibility of a Mid-February party at Valley Lo Country Club, with a band, cash bar, casual buffet and small silent auction at $70 a head.  This has the potential to raise $10,000-$15,000 with minimal effort by PTA. About 50% of the PTA member present said they would attend. Liz and the committee will continue to review options and report back next month. 

Deb Faermark announced that Springman’s Builders Club  will be again sponsoring a Halloween Bash to raise money for the Deborah Gelfand Fund and the Norhtfield Food Pantry. It will be right after school on October 29th. The afternoon activity bus will be delayed until 4:30 so that students can have a ride home there will be a costume contest, games, food and music.  This year attendance will be limited to 250 students due to space.  Any parents who would like to help, please contact Ms. Faermark..  
  

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by President Liz Price at 11:25 a.m.

Next meeting – Wednesday - October 27th – Attea Evening Turning Points – 7:00pm



   Next PTA Meeting – Tuesday - November 9th – Attea – 9:15am

Important Dates



 Book Fair – Attea and Springman  - October 20th-22nd


 Food Drive – October18th-22nd

 Conferences – October 20th– 22nd
 Springman Halloween Bash after school Oct. 29th 


 Attea Band concert – Thursday, November 4th – 7:00pm



 Springman Fall Band Concert – Thursday, November 11th – 7:00pm

.   

  

  

  

