Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
November 9, 2010 at Attea Middle School
  
In Attendance: Kristen Borth, Sabrina Briggs, Kristy Carroll, Ana Cassorla, Kristin Daus, Lisa Dickholtz, Susie Feldstein, , Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Cheryl Kasner Tammy Langas, Mary Patronik,  Patty Pratt, Liz Price ,Mindy Scholoss, Diana Sirakides, Liz Skweres, Marcy Sotirchos , Kaki Voss, Jim Woell


Call to Order:  Liz Price called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m..

Minutes—The minutes of the October 6, 2010 PTA meeting were approved.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Treasurer’s Report—Susie Feldstein reviewed the profit and loss statement through October 2010. Susie reported that the big fall Innisbrook fundraiser was a great success.  Although the final numbers are not all in, PTA has raised $13,000+.  This is significantly higher than was budgeted.  We were concerned that with the slow economy that funds might be low, but we exceeded budget by at least $4,000.  There is also $3400 of income from Attea Spiritwear and about $1100 of Spiritwear income for Springman. Springman has a fair amount of available inventory that they will continue to try to sell.  The Book fair was also a great success. The final numbers are not in.  They will appear on next months’ report.  The net income for the Book Fair will reduced this year because PTA provided $10.00 gift certificates for all students on free and reduced lunch to buy books at the Book Fair.
Susie also reported 
 Innisbrook, Spiritwear, book fair. Membership. 

· Springman—Heather Hopkins reported that the Springman book fair was a success.  They had a great selection of books and a lot of participation from students.  There have also been 2 community service projects at Springman.  The students collected 1400 cans for the Character Counts food drive.  The 7th grade brought in the most cans and earned the opportunity to put up a team to race a team of Dr. Hopkins, Officer Marsh and other staff on an obstacle course around the school.  On October 29th the Builders Club hosted their Halloween Bash. 230 kids attended a costume party, pie throw and dance.  They earned $1400 to benefit the Food Pantry and Debra Gelfand Fund.  Today there is a meeting of the local school council.  The LSC is working to help design a needs survey to be distributed to parents, students and staff.  A similar survey was done 3 years ago and used to help the middle school task force. At that time, it was recommended that the surveys be repeated every 3 years. The LSC needs to sign off on the survey prior to its administration.  Students will take the surveys electronically. Parents will also be able to take it electronically or on paper.  The LSC will be surveying teachers about how the new grading guidelines are going.  In addition, they are working on revising the report cards, trying to determine how best to convey information about student that is no longer included directly in grades..
Dr. Hopkins is just back from Middle school conference.  Two Springman staff, Mrs. Tripple and Ms. Siget did a presentation on using wikis and how they impact education.   Alison Thorne and Dr. Hopkins also led a discussion on the grading process. It was a great opportunity to share with other educators.  
Dr. Hopkins also announced that Terra Nova tests will be held Nov. 29-Dec.3 at Springman.  These are used for placement at GBS.
· Attea--Jim Woell reported that on the LSC at Attea is completing the same tasks that the Springman LSC is doing.  It also has the task to revisit team and class size and will have presentation for board on this on Dec. 6.  Attea’s fall talent show, the Flyer Follies Fall Fest,   is scheduled for Dec 9. Tryouts are next week. Attea will also have their 8th grade Terra Nova testing Nov. 29-Dec 3. The Attea Book fair was also a big success.  Other recent Attea events included, Red Ribbon Week, Character Counts food drive, and Halloween.  
There are a lot of community service activities going on at Attea. The Builders club is finally sanctioned by the Kiwanis. They are doing a field trip to “Feed my Starving Children” to pack food to go to 3rd world countries.  The 2 basketball coaches also want to take their teams to pack food for them as well. The True Blue Flyer Crew is collecting ideas coupons for community service.  These include collecting toys for an animal shelter. 
There is a Pep assembly on Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  This year there were only 9 7-8th grade students that tried out for the Spirit Squad. Consequently, the Spirit Squad got permission to add some 6th grade slots.  These tryouts start today. The squad has won competitions in the past.   This is a rare opportunity for the 6th graders.  It may not happen again. The next Attea Principal coffees are coming up the week of 29th. Mr. Woell reported that the Turning points program at Attea was well attended. He also announced that the Executive functioning program is going well in the 6th grade.  They hope to expand it to 7th and 8th grade year if they can find binders that will last through the year 
· Update on online grading—The Discovery team at Springman is coming to end of their pilot.  Then the District Education Committee will need to talk to both schools about the process. ON the whole the teachers report that it hasn’t increased their workload, and it appears that teachers, students and parents think that that the pilot worked well. Then the committee will survey teachers who have not used the pilot to find out \what other questions they have about the process. The earliest possible implementation at both schools would be after the December education committee meeting.  


Committee Reports

Innisbrook Update—The committee said thank you to everyone who participated in the sale. They had expected income to be less than what was budgeted, but were pleasantly surprised that the sale was a big success. Tomorrow the product will arrive at the schools.  The committee is looking for people to help sort and distribute it.  Anyone who is available from 12-3 pm, please show up and help. In addition, students who received prizes will find their prizes included in the packages.  Students can bring prizes back on Thursday to donate to Youth Services if they want.  Springman sent an automated phone call to encourage parents to come pick up kids who might have too much stuff to home on the bus.  

Book fair Update-- Mary Patronik reported that the Book Fair were great events. At Springman 53 free and reduced lunch students used the free books certificates. There were about 100 students eligible.  Each student was given a letter from their social worker.  They could pick out a book; get it approved by their LA teacher.  Books were then delivered to the social worker and the LA teacher to keep the anonymity. The committee distributed letters of appreciation to the PTA from Students who received free books. The system worked well.  It was also helpful having the librarians at the book fair helping the kids pick out appropriate books. Book fair expenses for free/reduced lunch may make the income/expense amounts come out just about even.  

Parents in Partnership—Kristin Borth reported that the workshops had a good turnout with a lot of new faces.  The keynote speakers and seminars were great.  The workshops provide babysitting services and lunch for the kids.  Each PTA contributes $1500 to fund the program.  

Educational Enrichment—Marcy Sotirchos reported that the committee has received all the applications from teachers/teams for programs that will help enrich instruction.  The committee will meet this Friday to approve/ evaluate the applications. They will report next month about what programs are planned. 
 
Wish List—Lisa Dickholtz reported they started an online wish list grant form for the teachers to complete.  This will go live this week. Lisa is coordinating her grants with educational enrichment.  The committee will be encouraging teachers that didn’t get a GEF or educational enrichment grant to apply for a wish list grant.  $10,000 is budgeted for the winter grants. The committee will also be using a new evaluation and ranking system to rate the grants that has worked for elementary schools .Lisa proposed the following timeline for the grant process:  1) get online application out this week; 2)  get all the teacher requests in in about a month: 3) and  evaluate the grant applications in early January. They may also be able to have another round of grants in the spring.  

GEF:  Patty Pratt reported $125,000+ has been raised in this fall’s fundraiser.  The number of donations that came in during fund drive week was phenomenal. Everyone has highlighted what GEF has done in the District.  The grant committee will spend all the money that they can.  They discuss the grants with the teachers and the principals and what will be best for the students.  The grant committee has received a lot of great applications this year. 

Holiday Staff gifts—Last year we implemented a new program to just give each staff a little note pad and wrapped to just show appreciation at the Holidays.  It was well received. Possible ideas for a holiday gift for this year were discussed.  Liz Price and Diana Sikirades will get later this to figure out a plan for this year.  They will report back at the next meeting.

Canned Food Drive— Patty Pratt reported that went great

Directory—Cheryl Kasner reported that directories are supposed to be arriving at the schools today.  Tomorrow volunteers will be putting stickers on the directories. If you want to help, come at 8:30-9:30 a.m. at Attea and 11:00-12:00 at Springman.  The directories will then be sent to the teams to be distributed. 

Focus/Eblast—Kristin Daus reported that articles for the next Focus should be delivered to her by Monday, November, 15.  It will be distributed online on Friday, November 19th 
Liz announced that she will be setting up speakers for some of the upcoming meetings.  If you have any speaker ideas, let her know.  The following suggestions were discussed: 1) School Board or District representative to talk about potential cluster/school boundary changes and/or team and class size issues. 2) Police representatives to discuss gangs and drugs, 3) Cyber bullying, 4) Educational enrichment and wish list grants funded by the PTA.  Other ideas are also welcome.

Boundaries committee—Mary Patronik reported on the District’s boundary committee.  The committee is now focused on the pre-k through 5th grade students because overcrowding is most extreme at Henking and Hoffman. The only primary or intermediate school with any extra capacity at this time is Pleasant Ridge: however, since Lyon does not, the committee cannot just adjust cluster boundaries.  Mary Patronik reported that the committee meets every other Thursday.  So far they have been given an overview of the ELL and Special education programs that exist at each school.  They will then be discussing the physical structure of the school buildings. They are also working with a demographer to get enrollment projections for the next few years.  All the meetings are open to the public.  The agenda are posted on website.  There are seats in the back for audience members who can offer written questions, but not participate in the meetings. The committee is supposed to present information to the School Board in February. The Board is hoping to be able to make a decision in March before Kindergarten registration, and it could be implemented in the fall.  No one is sure what the Board will decide to do, but they could increase class sizes or change boundaries for the clusters. 
  
Adjournment:   Liz Price adjourned the meeting at 10:45 am.


The next PTA meeting will be held December 7, 2010 at 9:15am at Springman Middle School.   
  
Important Dates -  	11/10 – Attea Orchestra concert
			11/11 – Springman Band concert
			11/18 – Springman Chorus and orchestra
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