Proposed Springman Attea PTA Minutes
September 1, 2009 at Attea Middle School
In Attendance: Yuko Aimi, Mary Alonzi,Lindsay Barrett, Kristin Borth, Sandy Brennan, Geri Brinkman, Tammy Burke, Kristi Carroll,  Anan Cassorla, Markie Condon, Kristin Daus, Lisa Dickholtz, Susie Feldstein, Christine Gauvain, Mary Hershey, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Jackie Lutz, Suzanne Lyhus, Carol Mavrakis, Angela McCune, Laura Nekola, Annie Nimz, Carrie O’Gara, Meg Phelan, Liz Price, Candy Pullano, Jen Roberts, Liz Skweres, Marcy Sotirchos, Melanie Turenne, Ande Wells, Jim Woell, Judy Wolf, Lisa Wortsmann, 
Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order at 9:17am.
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were read and approved.  Please sign in at the welcome table.  Submit items for the email blasts to Sandy Brennan with a subject line and paragraph.  Liz Price suggested making a regular cycle of email blasts.
Treasurer’s Report:  Candy Pullano thanked Lisa Wortsmann for her 2 years of service to the PTA and her handling of some difficult transitions.  
Lisa reported that the close out to the 2008 2009 fiscal year is complete with taxes filed.  The PTA overachieved revenue, ending with a total actual income of $47,430.  Cultural Arts expenses were light and graduation broke even.  Cash stands at approximately $77K.  The goal is to keep a year and a half of the budget on hand, so our account is a bit high.  Lisa explained that income from a yearly anonymous donor and the income received from “picture day” are not included in the budgets.  The PTA is extremely grateful for the kind anonymous donor, but does not count on that money.  Picture Day revenue from Color Portraits will now be going directly back to the schools, not to the PTA.
Susie Feldstein, new treasurer, also thanked Lisa for leaving pristine books for the transition.  Please review the attached preliminary budget prior to the October meeting’s vote on this year’s budget.  She then reviewed a few items on the 2009 2010 budget.  
· Book Fair profits are based on 20% paid by Anderson.  Previously Scholastic paid us a 25% profit.   (See the Book Fair section below for more information.)
· As both Springman and Attea will have a school store, a larger inventory of Spiritwear was ordered.  The PTA also hopes to be selling Spiritwear at all curriculum nights at both schools.
· A new line item on the budget is the Green Team’s water bottles.  The PTA is considering purchasing the water bottles for Attea and Springman staff.  
Susie explained the income and disbursement form procedures, reminding the board to always obtain receipts for purchases.   Contact her to arrange money deposits and use of the cash boxes and calculators for the various events.  Lisa added that the tax exempt forms are being updated but to use the current form.  The PTA can not use tax exempt forms at Costco as the PTA does not have a membership at Costco.  However, purchasing supplies at Costco still is often cheaper than other stores.
President’s Report:  Candy Pullano thanked the attending members for their enthusiastic attendance of the first meeting.  She then explained the re-development of Springman and Attea’s Local School Council (LSC), which had been inactive for several years.  Three parents and 2 teachers from each school and both principals make up the LSC, which is currently focused on grading policies.
Candy sees the transition of materials for board members from one year to the next as a major area of improvement for our PTA.  Candy asked the board members to create a folder or binder that contains a detailed time line for the position, the treasurer forms, contract copies, receipts copies, invoice copies and other necessary materials. 
Candy strongly encourages parents to bring their concerns and questions to the Springman Attea PTA.  This is a perfect venue for parents to communicate with the Principals and the PTA.  School Board meetings are not a conversational format.  PTA meetings encourage conversation between parents and principals.
PTA Council meets monthly on the first Thursday of the month at 9:15am at the Administration Building.  This is comprised of members from all the District 34 PTA and Administration staff and is open to all parents and community members.   Currently the PTA Council president is Kris Haramaras, who previously had been the Springman Attea PTA president for 2 years.  These meetings are extremely informative with very interesting presentations.
Community:
· The Character Counts Food Drive dates have moved to October 14th thru October 21st.  Kathy Freidinger and Anna Cassorla are coordinating pick-ups for Attea and Springman.
· The Rotary Run on September 20th, which benefits the Debra Gelfand fund, is looking for adult volunteers, particularly spotters, and registration helpers. Contact Barbara Silver at bsilver@omnitours.travel or (847)998-0707.  
· A book drive to benefit Youth Services’ Library from September 8th thru September 11th is planned.  Suzanne Lyhus is looking for adults to transport books from the schools to Youth Services. All gently used or new books are wanted for kids of all ages.   A collection container will be at the front of each school.

Principal’s Reports: Items highlighted blue apply to both Springman and Attea.

Heather Hopkins, Springman
· The first day of school was remarkably quiet.  The 6th grade class has 270 students and approximately 230 in both the 7th and 8th grades.  Dr. Hopkins said the 30 minute lunch worked fine for the first few days of school because 6th graders tend to bring their lunches the first week.  As the kids become more comfortable with the cafeteria and more kids start buying their lunch, 30 minute lunches will probably not be long enough for the very large 6th grade class.   She and the staff are working to tweak the schedule to accommodate the large 6th grade class.  The school population grew from 670 to 740 students this year.
· Hand book talks were held the first week of school.  Dr. Hopkins encourages the students to think of their handbook as their middle school GPS.
· Officer Marsh led the efforts to start a school store, called the Wildcat Supply Shack.  He and Springman’s Student Ambassadors organized and are running the store.  
· The space known as the Communicore is being evaluated.  Originally this was the computer lab, which included music technology and video production.  However, with new technology and 160 laptops on carts, the space is now currently being used for the gifted enrichment students. 
· The new technology facilitator is Deb Segiet, who is dramatically changing Springman’s website.  The LRC has been re-organized to be a LRTC, for library and technology.  Club and intramural info will be listed on the website.
· The bike rack was re-located to the south black top area.  With over 100 bike riders daily, the new bike rack can be now monitored by video camera.
·  Dr. Hopkins thanked Candy Pullano for her efforts to get spiritwear available for order the first week of school.  The color copies have generated more enthusiasm for the kids.
·  Currently all the District 34 schools are involved in NWEA testing.  Phil Collins will mail results to parents after all results are complete.
· Mary Lou McDonagh will be distributing Dunkin Donuts coffee and Krispy Kreme donuts at the curriculum nights at both schools.  Parents will receive order forms prior to the nights.
Jim Woell, Attea
· Mr. Woell thanked the PTA for funding the mural at the entrance to the school.
· Attea had a phenomenal, smooth start to school with 672 students:  228 6th graders, 221 7th graders and 223 8th graders.  Last year, the student population was 715.  Student projections are:  768 for 2010/2011, 811 for 2011/2012, 820 for 2012/2013, 820 for 2013/2014 and 800 for 2014/2015.  This year Attea picked up 37 students in the month before school started, with many of those transfers from the local private schools.
· Attea’s first 5th grade open house held on August 23rd was very successful.  Mr. Woell and Mr. Kaiz were available to answer many questions from students and parents.
· September 3 is Picture Day.
· Every classroom at Attea and Springman now has a projector and a document camera.  Both schools have had an influx of smart boards, due to partnership funding from GEF and District 34.  Parents at the meeting said they would like to see how this technology is used at either a PTA meeting or perhaps at curriculum night.
· Helene Davitz is responsible for updating the Attea website, but all changes must go through Mr. Woell first.   School clubs will be listed on the website soon.  Activity busses will start next week with an approximate departure time of 4:15pm.
· Local School Council, currently working on Grading Policy, meets today at 3:30pm.
· A team and class size committee has been formed, comprised of Attea and Springman parents.
· A resource and refinement group is meeting to assess XBLOCK.  This group of Attea and Springman faculty worked on this issue 8 days over the summer.  They will present their proposals at the next Building Council meeting.  Staff wants to continue XBlock.  Attea students who responded to a survey were 50% in favor of continuing XBlock.  Concerns of students who did not favor continuing XBlock were:  activities not tied to classroom performance, would rather do something else.     Those who were in favor were those who received remediation activities.  Staff and students are going to start using the buzz word “tutorial” rather than the word “remediation”.
· Mr. Woell explained asked that PTA should email the principals with items to be included in the individual team newsletters.  Non-PTA items must go through District 34, specifically Brett Clark.
Principal’s Issue of the Month:  Gifted/Enrichment Changes at the Middle School
District 34’s Board of Education voted to add an additional Gifted/Enrichment (GE) teacher to each middle school, bringing the number to three.  Previously, the program revolved around the goal of 50% GE replacement of language arts.  Now, gifted students will receive 100% pull out for language arts.  Students in the 4 to 15% grouping will receive 50% instruction by a GE language arts teacher.  The program is also working to flex high level readers into the GE group.  The goal is to not have kids stuck and to flexibly group students.  
The top 3% of students is determined by a matrix of standardized test scores, classroom performance and teacher recommendations.  Parents can contact Debbie Lubek at District 34 to request re-assessment of their child.
Recently, a Gifted Enrichment Task force of teachers, parents and administrators was formed to review the program.  Recent research done in this area still supports mid-1990s gifted research.  
Cultural Arts:  Marcy Sotirchos explained the PTA’s decision to decentralize cultural arts programs.  The PTA will fund specific presentations by grade or teams and minimize the all-school cultural assemblies.  The emphasis will be to support curriculum through a ‘wish list’ style of funding for these programs. Rather than assemblies, we will try to provide smaller more frequent workshop style programs and presentations.  Marcy attended showcases of performers, speakers, health and fitness presentations and many other instructional support groups.  She brought brochures of those with merit to the principals.  This will be a year to use free form thinking of how to use PTA funds to bring such programs to Attea and Springman.
Focus:  Kristin Daus reported the deadline for items for the FOCUS is the Friday after each PTA meeting, except December and June.   PTA will be placing an emphasis on getting the FOCUS from the students to their parents.
Membership:  Kristin Borth is waiting for final parent lists form District 34 to distribute the volunteer lists and pull together spreadsheets of PTA and non PTA parents to be used at curriculum night. Candy Pullano suggested that PTA chairs call non-board member volunteers first for events.  This will get more parents involved in PTA activities.
Kristin will be coordinating volunteers to staff the PTA tables at the curriculum nights.   PTA will have a Debra Gelfand/Roy Terry fund table distributing the pre-sold coffee and donuts, a Spiritwear table and a membership table.
9/15- Springman: 6th Grade Teams
9/17-Springman: 7th Grade Teams
9/22- Attea: Journey, Patriot and Galaxy teams
9/23- Attea: Omni, Jigsaw and Pathfinder teams
9/23- Springman: 8th Grade Teams

Spiritwear: Angela McCune is working with Officer Smith to select new merchandise and to coordinate the lunch time fashion shows, which is always a fun event at Attea.
Annie Nimz thanked Candy Pullano for spearheading efforts at Springman.  Springman hopes to start a Spiritwear fashion show also.  Annie is looking for ways to get rid of some old stock.  The principals said old stock can be distributed through the social workers.
Environmental: Mary Hershey reported the Green Team will be pre-selling the stainless steel bottles at all curriculum nights.  Susie Feldstein asked that separate cash boxes be kept for spiritwear and the water bottle sales.  After the pre-sale, September 30 is the order deadline for both the bottles and green bags.
Book Fair:  Liz Skweres, Springman book fair co-chair, reported that PTA is trying Anderson as our book fair supplier this year.  PTA feels Anderson will be able to provide a greater amount of materials more suitable for middle schoolers.  Candy Pullano explained that although PTA expects large sales due to the better selection of books for middle schoolers, the book fair is meant as more of a community event rather than a fund raiser.  Liz asked for feedback on having a teacher breakfast to get teacher book recommendations.  Liz and Breland Nelson, Attea’s book fair co-chair, will be attending Anderson’s facility for a training workshop.  Also co-chairing the book fairs are Laura Nekola, Attea’s Librarian, and Mary Alonzi, Springman’s Librarian.
Laura Nekola explained the Novelist Plus feature on Attea’s LRC website.  Students can access this using the password, AtteaFlyers, to get book information such as lexile range, recommended age range, a synopsis of the book and any potentially objectionable material.
Sally Foster Wrapping Paper Fund Raiser:  Candy Pullano explained the wrapping paper sale is the PTA’s only fundraiser.  The Sally Foster company uses recycled materials to make their wrapping paper and encourages sales of re-usable gift bags to be environmentally friendly.    The sale runs September 3rd thru September 20th.  Both principals have issued sales challenges to their teams.  Jim Woell has told his students that he will allow Heather Hopkins to shave his head if Attea can out sell Springman this year.  Mr Woell also thanked Lisa Dickholtz for her 2 years of service chairing wrapping paper sales at Attea.  This year’s chairs are Sandy Szafranski for Attea and Lynn Howland for Springman, who already have done much work to prepare for this year’s fundraiser.
NSSED/Health and Safety:  Judy Wolf explained the issue of fire drill evacuation procedures for the children in wheel chairs.  She has made contacted the fire department to make sure that these children are safe during their transitions at school.  She also expressed concern about the N1H1 flu.  Jim Woell said hand washing signs are posted in all bathrooms, hand sanitizers are available in the cafeteria and each laptop cart has sanitizing wipes attached.  He stressed that the best prevention of all flu and cold types is effective hand washing.  
Adjournment:   The next meeting will be held October  6th at 9:15am at Springman Middle School.

Attachment:  Preliminary 2009 2010 Budget







