[bookmark: _GoBack]Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
May 10, 2011 at Attea Middle School
  
In Attendance:  Kristen Borth,  Sandy Brennan, Kristin Daus, Lisa Dickholtz, Deb Faermark, Mary Hershey, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Christine Lake, Kathy McCarthy ,Laura Nekola,  Mary Patronik,  Patty Pratt, Liz Price, Diana Sirakides,. Dilnaz Waraich, Jim Woell

Call to Order:  Liz Price called the meeting to order at 9:25 a.m..

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the April 12, 2011 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report
· The treasurer’s report was tabled until the next meeting.

President’s Report: 
· Liz Price reviewed the budget for the graduation committee. She reported that the Springman committee is asking for an extra $500. This was discussed.  A motion was made to approve the request.  It was seconded and approved. 
· Liz Price also asked for an increase in the budget of the Environmental Committee. At Attea the students did a lot of Earth week activities focused on promoting recycling and knowledge about protecting the environment. The committee is asking for an extra $150.00 to cover their expenses. A motion was made to approve this request.  It was seconded and approved. There was also a discussion of the role of the new environmental club at Attea in organizing the Earth Week activities.  PTA will try to encourage increased interest in an Environmental club at Springman.  
· Liz Price proposed that we conduct a PTA Parent Survey to determine knowledge about what PTA does and how to we could do it better. The executive committee will try to draw up a survey over the summer, and then PTA will survey parents off the new database at the beginning of next year.  Anyone who has any questions that might be helpful to include, let Liz or Kristin know.  
· Liz announced that the PTA Council is getting ready to do a district-wide thank you for businesses who have donated things to the PTA.  It will be a newspaper in the Glenview Announcements.  Please get the information about any businesses that have made donations to Liz by May 24th.  She will send out an email reminder.
· Liz Price announced that The Organic Pantry Project that operates the vegetable garden at Pleasant Ridge School to grow food for the Northfield Food Pantry is trying to get a Pepsi Refresh grant.  You can click on a link online and vote for them.  Liz passed out the link.
· GBS will be doing a ½ off Spiritwear sale this Saturday from 9-1. There will be a tent between baseball and softball fields.  They are unloading extra Spiritwear.  This would be a great opportunity for 8th graders or underclassmen to get Spiritwear for GBS. 
	
Principals’ Reports 

Jim Woell reported the following items: 
· 8th Grade Graduation and the Great America trips are coming soon.  Springman graduation will be June 6th with the PTA graduation party afterword.  Attea Graduation will be June 8th with their party afterward as well.  Both schools will have graduation practice June 6th—Springman in the morning and Attea in the afternoon. The Great America trip is Friday June 3rd. 
· Preparations for the end of year and next year are proceeding as well.  The mosaic is proceeding very quickly in the lobby.  Parents are working hard on it, and next week there will be 2 days after school that 7th and 8th graders can work on the mosaic. 
· Mr. Woell announced that Attea was presently having some challenges with 7th graders.  They have been studying the civil rights movements and have been applying the studying to the lunch room.  This has caused some behavior problems in the lunch room and resulted in a behavior contract with the kids.  There have been issues with language and messes. Mr. Woell had 12 kids in office yesterday and will be making parent home calls about situation today.  The staff will be working with them to change attitudes, and this is progressing well.   Mr. Woell reminded us that this is how middle school works, too much mob mentality.  If parents have questions, please call Jim.  
· PTA and Mr. Woell said Thanks to Officer Ken Smith for his work with Run with the Law.  The kids raised over $5000. This was the 2nd biggest Run with the Law race that the Special Olympics has ever had.  The police department is also very excited about it.  We will be doing it again next year.  
· Mr. Woell announced that the LSC continues to meet, working on homework guidelines, evaluating the CPRD results, and discussing procedures for implementing online grading. , It has been very positive to involve the community.  The LSC will begin to schedule the meetings for next year soon to allow parents to be aware of them.  
· The Attea teachers related that Teacher Appreciation last week was great. The staff was surprised and pleased with all the activities and plans.  It was greatly appreciated at both schools.

Heather Hopkins reported the following items:
· Dr. Hopkins reported that Springman is planning for the impact of the increasing size of the teams and grades.  He noted that 8th grade is the smallest grade in the school with about 125 students.  In contrast, the new 6th grade class will have about 150 students per team.  There will be between 130 and 140 students in 7th and 8th grade teams next year.  Springman is predicted to have 850+ students total next year.  The last time that Springman had this many students was before Attea was opened and Springman had 2 mobile classrooms.  There will be no mobiles next year, so Springman is looking for other space options. They had proposed dividing the present   Wildcat Commons into 2 classrooms. A temporary wall could easily put in by District staff to divide it.  Then Room 139 (the Communicore) could be gutted and made into the commons for next year.  The classroom space would then be adjusted. Unfortunately, that recommendation was not funded.  So staff is pursuing other options.  There will be no staff lounge next year.  1, maybe 2 teachers, will be putting supplies on a cart and teaching in a variety of classrooms. Even when teachers have planning time and aren’t using their classrooms, another teacher will probably be used by another staff for class.  Part of the problem is that the teachers are doing a lot of RTI during the school day.  RTI groups are usually small and are already happening almost all day in whatever space is available, the cafeteria, lounge, etc.   Springman will need to do more of that next year.  
·  In the larger teams, they will also need to do more instruction about group dynamics, bullying, etc. to help the kids get integrated into the school.  Springman just finished doing instruction with this year’s 6th graders about sexual harassment, bullying, etc. Topics included: How to define harassment, and bullying; why someone engage in this behavior; and why someone responds in different ways as a bystander.  Staff is trying to put all this information out there for the kids.  There will be even more lessons for 6th grade next year, including:  What does hallway behavior look like? What is the" hands off" policy? Etc.  Dr. Hopkins is preparing more structured lessons on these topics for more support for teachers and is planning to make them routine.  As the curriculum is presented, staff will try to send information home to parents to let parents know these talks are coming up and how they can follow up with it afterwards.
· Springman will also have some hiring to do to prepare for next year.  They will have 2 new teachers due to increased numbers.  There are also 3 retirements this year.





COMMITTEE REPORTS
8th grade Graduation—Dilnaz Waraich reported that Attea’s graduation party is June 8th.  She needs volunteers to help put up decorations.  The committee will be putting up decorations in the cafeteria after lunch on the 8th and in the halls after school.  Moms, dads, and siblings are welcome to help.  Contact Dilnaz.  She also needs 6th and 7th grade parents to volunteer from 9-11p.m. on the 8th to chaperone the party. The Springman committee is also looking for volunteers to decorate the gym there.  She will need volunteers during the day on June 3rd.Mary Hershey will send out an email blast to get volunteers. 

Teacher Appreciation—Dianna Sirakides reported that Teacher Appreciation Week went well. She was under budget and still managed to complete all the activities.  She was able to get a lot of the food donated as well as gift cards for the raffles.  Also the principals donated the baseball hats from their funds.  The hats were embroidered with the logo of the schools. PTA may be able to do a version of the hats for Spiritwear. Every day the teachers had something in their mailboxes with a little thank you note on it, a food treat in the staff lounge, and a raffle for a prize. Dianna did a lot of the work herself, but she said that she had a lot of parent help on the day of the luncheon. She has agreed to head this committee again next year, but would like a co-chair for Springman

PTA Slate—Kristin Borth discussed the PTA Slate for next year. The slate is almost complete. The chair of the Springman book Fair and the chair of the Environmental committee for Springman remain open, but Kristin hopes to have them filled soon.  The slate will be voted on at the next meeting.    The new board members will also be invited to that meeting.

PTA Schedule for 2011-2012—Liz Price reported that she has made a tentative meeting schedule for next year. The schedule will need to be approved by the principals.  She has proposed to leave out the last meeting of the year.  Meetings are scheduled for the first Tuesday of the month except after a break when the meeting will be the 2nd week of the month.  The May meeting is proposed for the third Tuesday of the month. Speakers are also planned for every other month.

Escrip- Mary Hershey reported that Amazon will no longer be donating to our PTA by clicking on a link.  This has changed because of new Illinois tax law.  Mary reported that there is a way to get a smaller donation for PTA.  You do have to register your credit card with eScrip. Then you can continue to use the same link on the PTA home page. Amazon will then donate a smaller percentage to PTA.  If you register your credit card, a variety of restaurants, some other online retailers, and local businesses will automatically donate money to the schools when you use your card. If anyone has trouble registering their card, let Mary know.  She will help you.
 
 Focus:  Kristin Daus announced that the May FOCUS deadline is Monday May 16th.  The FOCUS will be distributed by eblast on May 20th.  She reminded everyone that this issue will be sent to all the parents of incoming 6th graders at Hoffman, Glen Grove, and Pleasant Ridge as well as the students at Attea and Springman. 
  
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 am

Announcements:
The next PTA meeting will be May 31st at Springman.  An end of the year luncheon will follow the meeting.
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