Springman/Attea PTA Minutes 
March 8, 2011 at Attea Middle School
  
In Attendance: Mary Alonzi,  Kristen Borth, Kristi Carroll, Ana Cassorla, Bridget Cienkus, Susie Feldstein, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Laura Nekola, Bridget Neuson,  Mary Patronik,  Patty Pratt, Liz Price , Diana Sirakides, Marcy Sotirchos ,. Dilnaz Waraich, Jim Woell, Mary Zenzola

Call to Order:  Liz Price called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 

President’s Report: 
1) Liz Price reported that the last meeting, a presentation on drugs and gangs given by the Glenview Police Department, was informative.  She also noted that we had some new people attending since it was an evening meeting.
2) The Springman/Attea PTA is showing the movie:  “Race to Nowhere” this Thursday at Attea at 7 p.m.  All of the tickets have sold out, and Liz is still getting more requests for tickets.  Liz asked PTA to consider showing the movie again.  This showing is cosponsored by PTA Council and information has been put out information to all the District schools.  Members reported that they had also heard about people who wanted to see the movie, but were unable to attend this Thursday.   It was decided that PTA will find out about the possibility of showing it again.  Dr. Hopkins also discussed another film that PTA might want to consider: “2 million Minutes”.  The title refers to the amount of time that most high school students spend in school.  It compares schooling in the US, China, and other countries. Dr. Hopkins will forward more information about this movie to Liz as well.
3) Officer Smith talked about “Run with the Law.”  This is an effort with Glenview Police Department to raise money for the Illinois Special Olympics.  Officer Smith announced that there will be a mile and a half run on April 27th both for Springman and Attea students. It will probably be around the lake at Gallery Park. This effort will be coordinated with Officer  ?? at Springman.  Students will be able to set up a page online to raise money.  Any student who raises $50. Between April 4th and April 20th is eligible for a T-shirt. Officer Smith asked PTA to help with registration and logistics the day of the race.  Police officers will be running with the kids and The True Blue Flyer crew will be helping with the race.  PTA agreed to advertise the race with newsletters and eBlasts and to pick a liaison to help with registration and volunteers on the day for registration.

4) Liz also reported that she had received an email from GEF asking for feedback about the GEF Parent Resource Guide.  Most members admitted that they haven’t used it a lot.  Liz will send out an email to get some more feedback from members who are not in attendance.

Presentation:  Mary Alonzi and Laura Nekola, librarians at Springman and Attea, presented about how to help students pick a “just right” book.


	
Principals’ Reports 

Jim Woell reported the following items: 
· Mr. Woell reported that he will moderate a discussion on the movie “Race to Nowhere” following the showing at Attea Thursday night.
· There will be coffees for the parents of incoming 6th graders at both schools on March 17th, March 18th, and March 23rd.  
· Upcoming events at Attea: The Attea Spring Musical “Thoroughly Modern Millie will be presented March 18-20. Spring break is March 28-April 1.  Talent show tryouts are scheduled for April 11th; rehearsals begin April 25th; and the Talent Show is May 5th. Graduation is scheduled for June 8th.
· Mr. Woell announced that the school board has extended school to June 10th for 6th and 7th graders to make up snow days. The 8th graders last of school will be June 6th.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Last Friday both middle school staffs met all day at Attea and discussed online grading.  The entire teaching staff was surveyed.  Mr. Woell and Dr. Hopkins will compile the data that was gathered, analyze it and take it to the District education committee. Hopefully, the process will be approved, and it will be implemented in the fall.  Dr. Hopkins noted that although this process is becoming more widespread in schools now, there really isn’t any research about what the impact of online grading is on school/parent  communication, student performance, student learning, and the student/ parent relationship.  One of the teacher’s biggest concerns is what will be the impact on the student/ parent relationship.  The question is does the focus become on what grade the student achieves, the amount of effort they are putting out, or the amount that students are actually learning.  Online grading would definitely help parents to discover whether students are getting work done.  However, educational research shows that long-term educational success is about effort, not ability or intelligence. Teachers want to open dialogue about how to learn, not about what grade students get.
· CPRD Survey—Mr. Woell announced that Attea had 181 parent responses.  This is about 25% of parents (maybe a little more considering families with multiple students).  This is a little higher than the survey a few years ago. Springman had a slightly smaller percentage than in the previous survey 20% (give or take a little.)  Dr. Hopkins reported that she sent out emails and had computers out at the conferences, but it didn’t seem to increase the response.  The principals don’t know when results of the survey will be available, but maybe by the end of the month.
· Some PTA members asked about the life skills curriculum.  A suggestion was made to include some questions that parents could discuss with kids about the topics on the PE websites for both schools. The principals will look into that.
· Dr. Hopkins passed out Net Cetera books about “Chatting with kids about being online”.  This is a government publication that she got for free. She will be making them available to parents over the next few months.
· Dr. Hopkins also had another suggestion about helping kids find good books.  She mentioned that students (and Parents) can use Kindle apps on your iTouch or your computer to read books online.  You can read the first 3 chapters for free before you buy it and discover if you like it.  You can also sync these so you can stop and go back to the same spot when you are ready.  You can also download a Kindle purchases for 7 different machines.
· There was also a discussion on the Kindle usage on LA classrooms at Springman. Dr. Hopkins reported that according to a survey, motivation for reading increased a lot with the Kindles in certain subgroups of the students: students with an IEP, economically disadvantaged, and kids at risk for not begin promoted.  It was harder to measure for the group as a whole.

Financial Report---Susie Feldstein did a quick financial report.  She announced that PTA has made $1750 selling tickets to the movie “Race to Nowhere.” PTA also made $486.00 this month from Amazon.  PTA will be passing on $453 to the Debra Gelfand fund from the pie sales.  We will also pass along about $3000 for gift cards to needy families through the Roy Terry fund.  Susie reminded everyone that this year’s budget was made to put extra money into the schools and spend down $12000. of our reserves. To do this we increased our gifts to Educational Enrichment and Wish List.  However, we have made more money than we expected this year.  Susie projects that we will spend down some reserves, but not as much as we expected, probably about $6000.  Consequently, we should be able to continue to be aggressive about spending money in the schools to spend down more of our reserves/

Pie Sale Update—Liz Price reported that the sale went well.  PTA will do another around Easter with the money again benefitting the Debra Gelfand fund.  

8th grade Graduation—Bridget Neuson reported that Attea graduation planning is going well.  The team will be meeting again on Friday at Attea at 1:30. Bridget is trying to cut expenses on decorations and other disposable things. In an effort to keep the kids active at the party, they will be serving finger food, not sandwiches and pizza. The theme is Hollywood, and they are using the same DJ as the team did last year.  The team is hoping to have a photo back drop so that the kids can take pictures of their friends on their cameras and cell phones.  Bridget asked if anyone has any Hollywood stuff they would share, contact her. Liz will see that the request is put in the Focus.
Springman’s party is a luau theme, and they are working hard on it. Look for a report at the next meeting. If you want to volunteer, let Jackie Castelli know.
 
Teacher Appreciation—Liz and the principals said ‘Thank you” to Kristi Carroll for the teacher luncheons last week on conference day.  She used Marcello’s to cater it and it worked very well.  Liz asked for a volunteer to organize it next year and Sabrina Briggs volunteered.  DianaSirakides then presented ideas for Teacher Appreciation Week, May 2-6. She met with her team yesterday and they decided on a baseball theme.  Every day of the week, the team has activities planned that involve both the staff and students. Diana passed out a schedule of ideas, which includes themed dress days, raffles, decorations, and trinkets for the staff.  Diana will put some information in the Focus to solicit decorations and raffle donations. She would like to have 1 or 2 items to raffle every day. She is also working on a budget and will come to PTA next month if she needs more money. If anyone else would like to help, contact Diana.

Slate Update—Kristin Borth reported that she had sent out an email out to find out if board members want to continue in their present positions.  Please respond if you haven’t already.  Kristin announced that 8th grade graduation is already covered for next year, but the position for wrapping paper chair for Attea is still open.  If anyone is interested in a position, contact Liz or Kristin.

Character Counts—Ana Cassorla reported that Jersey Mike’s, a new sub shop in the Target & Kohl’s shopping center on Willow is donating money to the Character Counts program. Each student should have gotten 3 coupons from Jersey Mike’s in their backpack.  Donate at least a $1 to PTA for each coupon, and you will get a free sub.  This offer is good March 9-13.  All the money goes directly to Character Counts.  Jersey Mike’s approached PTA and volunteered to do this for the community.

Membership—Kristin Borth reported that PTA registration will be doing online again.  It will open when the District opens registration for next school year.  Kristin and Sue Swaringen are updating the forms online. They should be done by the end of the month and ready to go.

Focus:  Liz Price reported that the next Focus deadline is March 14th.  Please get all information to Kristin Daus by then.  The Focus should then be posted online on March 21st.  

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 11 a.m.
Announcements:
The next PTA meeting will be April 12th at 9:15 a.m. at Springman

March 10—Race to Nowhere movie showing Thursday March 10, 2011, 7 p.m. at Attea
March 18-20 Thoroughly Modern Millie—Spring Musical at Attea 
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