Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
December 7, 2010 at Springman Middle School
  
In Attendance: Yuko Aimi, Mary Alonzi, Eleanor Aquino, Kristen Borth, Melinda Boustakakis,  Sandy Brennan, Peggy Callas, Lisa Dickholtz, Deb Faermark, Susie Feldstein, Mary Hershey, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Christine Lake, Jenny Larson ,Jackie Lutz, Kathy McCarthy, Mary Patronik,  Patty Pratt, Meg Phelan, Liz Price,  Diana Sirakides, Marcy Sotirchos ,Dilnaz Waraich, Jim Woell

Call to Order:  Liz Price called the meeting to order at 9:15. .

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the November 9, 2010 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:   Susie Feldstein passed out the income/expense report as of 11/30/2010. 

New Business—
New Fundraising for Debra Gelfand.--Liz Price reported that in past years, PTA has sold coffee and donuts at curriculum night to support the Debra Gelfand fund. This year Liz has been looking for other alternatives.  She and Kim Radzinski, Head of Food services for District 34, have initiated a Pie Sale at Attea to see if this is a viable option.  Kim can order the pies from her regular distributer.  PTA then sells them to families at a surcharge and the extra money is donated to Debra Gelfand. They are trying this this week at Attea.  If it works there, it can be expanded to Springman as well. The pies will be brought in with the usual food service order on Tuesday. 1 0r 2 volunteers can then repackage them into individual bakery boxes and sent home with the students that afternoon.  There are a number of pies available, but Kim and Liz picked 3 seasonal pies—Apple Caramel, Pecan, and Fruits of the Harvest (rhubarb, apple strawberry, and blackberry) for this sale.  PTA will need somebody to tally up the number of pies we need and then box them and pass them out .All pies come frozen and last for 6 months,. Orders are due this week.  These pies will be delivered on the 14th. Liz will report back to PTA in January about how it went, and we can decide what we want to do with it.  All proceeds will go directly to the Gelfand fund. 

The next idea is an organic produce box.  This would come from the largest organic produce distributer in the area. Each box has enough produce for a week.  Liz and Kim suggested trying this for one time and then if it works, it could be done once a month.  The boxes cost $19.25 and we would sell them for $23.25 and donate the difference to the Debra Gelfand fund. Suggestions were also made that individuals could donate excess produce to the Northfield Food Pantry or buy a box for the pantry. Liz took a poll of the PTA members present to determine interest in this idea.  Further details will come after winter break.

	
Principals’ Reports 

Jim Woell reported the following items: 
· We are almost to winter break. The 8th graders completed Terra Nova testing last week. These are one factor in determining placements at GBS next year. The placements will out in Late January or early February. Students will visit GBS in late February.  The registration forms have gone home and should have been returned to the high school. In the last few years, the high school has also begun to use more of the measures that the middle schools use as well.  They include NWEA scores and RTI (Response to Intervention) data. The teachers also have some input because they have been with kids for 2 years.  
· Mr. Woell asked parents to please send students’ jackets hats and coats for recess. They may not wear them, but at least they will have them.  Not a whole lot going on.
· The school is now decorated with its traditional Kwanza poster, menorah and tree.  The tree is decorated with socks.  They will go to the Northfield food pantry for their gift boxes.  
· Attea also had a surprise visit from Dennis Savard of the Blackhawks the Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  Mr. Woell has gotten to know him recently through a mutual friend.  Dennis Savard has a foundation and wanted to do something for families in the area.  He came and spent about ½ hour at Attea, met a few kids, and brought 30 $75 gift certificates to Jewell so the neediest families could have a Thanksgiving dinner.  He also brought 40 signed pictures. These will be used for High Flyer awards.  He said that he will come back and have a more public appearance. 
· Yesterday Mr. Woell and Dr. Hopkins reported to the board about the team and class size allocation.  They suggested that the Board look at keeping the 28:1 student to teacher ratio, but let the individual schools figure out how to balance the teams the classes, the teachers, and the schedules. The presentation emphasized that this issue is much more complex than just the numbers of students in each class or team.  The whole process is affected by the certification of the teachers, the experience of the teachers and special skills that each one has as well as the configuration of Special education students, ELL students, Accelerated Math students, and gifted students on each team.  The Board will vote on it at the January meeting.  This discussion began with the middle school task force, but the Board is now thinking about what to do with very different size grades.  How do you add a teacher because of new students and keep the team configuration?  	

Heather Hopkins reported the following items:
· Dr. Hopkins reported that all the schools that feed GBS traditionally have graduation at GBS.  There has always been a rotation for who gets first choice on graduation dates. It hasn’t really mattered a lot in the past because our school year was always longer than everyone else’s, but now our ending date is more in line with GBS and the other districts.  This year Springman had a conflict for the date that they wanted.  The other school offered to share the date, but that didn’t look too feasible.  Springman looked at other possible venues, but discovered that families might be reduced to 2 (instead of the usual 5) tickets. They then discovered that the Auditorium at GBS was available on June 6th, so Springman approached the Board about this possibility.  It was approved at last night’s meeting.  This will mean that the Great America trip for both schools will be Friday June 3rd and the last day of attendance for 8th graders at both schools will be June 6th. Springman will now graduate the evening of June 6th and Attea will have graduation on Wednesday June 8th.
· Dr. Hopkins also discussed that upcoming need for improvement survey that will be done in the middle schools after break.  The students will be taking it online from mid-January—early February.  All students will have to be scheduled for about 70 minutes on a laptop to complete it.  A parent letter will be sent home.  If for any reason, parents don’t want their kids to take it, they can refuse, and their child will be given another assignment to give feedback on the school improvement.  The teachers will take it at school in February and parents will be able to take it online soon before teacher conferences.  There will be an Eblast and automated phone call reminders when the survey is ready. There will also be opportunities to complete the survey at parent-teacher conferences in March. The surveys are being funded by Phil Collins’ office in the District and he should have results by the end of the year. These will be shared through the Focus, and District newsletters.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Educational Enrichment- Marcy Sotirchos and Sandy Brennan reported on Educational Enrichment.  They had an application process similar to the Wish List process to fund special activities that would enrich student learning.  They have approved the following grants: 1) Visiting Artist’s Mosaic project. A visiting artist will be coming to Attea this week and to Springman next week.  She will be assisting the 6th grade art classes in designing and beginning a large scale mosaic that will hang in the school.  She will return in the spring to finish the project with the students.  All 6th grade students will work on the project in class and 7th and 8th grade students may participate before and after school. A $2810 grant was awarded.
2) A Mobile unit from the Field museum will be coming for the 6th graders in Attea and maybe also Springman. It will provide extra instruction about dirt and the critters that live there. A $1400 grant was awarded.
3) A Mawi program follow-up curriculum was approved for the Springman Equinox team.  It focuses on recognizing opportunities, achieving goals, overcoming obstacles.  The team will test the curriculum and may expand to the other 7th grade team and to other grades if it is effective. A $475 grant was awarded.
4) A Lincoln impersonator will present during the 6th grade classes and meet students at lunch.  Depending on negotiations with some other community organizations, this may be expanded to both schools.  As of now, a grant of $1000 is approved, but the price may go down.
5) There will be a Program on April 18th at Springman by the father of a student who was bullied and then committed suicide.  He will do 3 different presentations for the different grade levels and talk about how bullying affects all the students that are in contact with the bullied student.  This will be open to parents as well. A grant of $2700 was approved.
 6) The committee is still working with the Spanish teachers at Springman who are planning an 8th grade Spanish cultural field trip in conjunction with the Old Town School of Music. This may be approved as Educational Enrichment or it may be funded as a regular field trip in another way. 
The committee has only approved $8300 of its $12,000 budget.  They may take more grants after the holidays and/or send some to the Wish List. 
 
Focus:  Mary Hershey reported that there will be no December Focus, but eblasts can be used whenever anyone has something that is really important. 
Mary also reminded everyone to use the PTA link to Amazon for their Holiday shopping.  PtA has earned $100 in just the first 8 days of the month. Also eScrip has already taken in $1100 for the year.  We only budgeted $900. of income.  If anyone doesn’t know how to register with eScrip, Mary will help you.
.
Wish List—Lisa Dickholtz reported that the Wish List application forms are online at both school and grant proposals are coming in. the teachers have until Monday to apply.  There will be a meeting Wed. Jan 5th at 1:30 pm to evaluate requests.  Lisa sent around a sign-up sheet for the committee.  The grants will be announced to the teachers on the 7th and reported at the PTA meeting on the 11th.  

Holiday faculty gifts—Dianna Sirakides reported that personalized notepads have been ordered through the District for the staff.  Dianna and her team of people will be assembling them for delivery next week.  They are supposed to be the end of this week. 
  
Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 am.

Upcoming events:
Attea Graduation meeting Friday December 10th at Attea at 2 pm in the cafeteria

The next PTA meeting will be held January 11, 2011 at 9:15am at Attea Middle School.   
The February meeting will be an evening meeting will be held at 7 pm February 9th Springman in conjunction with the PTA council.  It will include a presentation by the Glenview Police on Gangs and Drugs. 
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