Springman Attea PTA Minutes 
April 12, 2011 at Springman Middle School
  
In Attendance: Yuko Aimi, Laura Berquist,  Kristen Borth, Sandy Brennan, Peggy Callas, Kristi Carroll, Ana Casorla, Kristin Daus, Deb Faermark, Susie Feldstein, Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins, Cheryl Kasner, Christine Lake, Jackie Lutz, Kathy McCarthy, Laura Nekola,  Mary Patronik,  Patty Pratt, Meg Phelan, Liz Price , Diana Sirakides, Marcy Sotirchos 

Call to Order:  Liz Price called the meeting to order at 9:25..

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of the March 8, 2011 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report—Susie Feldstein presented a projected budget and actual financial statement for review. She added a column to the report to reflect the income/expense projected in the budget and compare that to the actual income/expense for the year. Susie reminded PTA that we had originally predicted that we would go into reserves a lot this year. However, we have made more money that we anticipated, including about $3000 from the “Race to Nowhere” movie showings, $2500. from eScrip, and $1100 from Amazon. Most of these are probably one time revenues.  We probably won’t be showing the movie again, and the Amazon program has ended due to legislation restrictions and new state sale tax law.  Mary Hershey is trying to see if there is another way we receive a similar donation from Amazon.  She will report back when she has researched the possibilities.
 Susie then discussed our other sources of revenue.  The Book Fair brought in a little less than budgeted because we decided to give lots of books away to the free and reduced lunch students. Dues were also down a little, but we have revised the online registration process and will provide paper forms for the incoming 6th grade parents. We received good amounts from Box tops, the directory, Color Portraits, and Innisbrook. Spiritwear sales are also still ongoing. On the expense side, we still have one final assembly outstanding for Educational Enrichment. The mosaic project may also have some more expenses. The Graduation and Teacher Appreciation committees still need to spend their money.  Our other big project --Wish List--spent just about what was budgeted.  

All in all, we anticipated spending down about $12,000 of our $60000 reserves. We are now anticipating spending down about $7000.  Next year we will establish an aggressive budget to spend down more reserves than we did this year.  


President’s Report: 
· Liz Price reported that PTA usually gives $10.00 Gift cards to free and reduced lunch families in the spring through the Roy Terry fund.  She proposed that this year we increase these Gift Cards to $15.00. per family. She reported that there are about 250 families affected.  This would require Increased PTA funding for this program by $1185.00 to $4185.00. A motion was made to increase the budget for the Roy Terry fund.  The motion was seconded and approved.  

· Liz Price also presented the Run with the Law Race which raises money for the Special Olympics.  The school safety officers sponsoring the event asked PTA to pay for banners to advertise event, one to be placed at the entrance of each school.  The banners cost $336.00 and can be reused every year to promote the annual event.  The banners will be stored by PTA.  A motion was made to fund the banners.  It was seconded and approved.

	
Principals’ Reports 

Heather Hopkins reported the following items:
· Dr. Hopkins reported that Springman’s mosaic is starting to go up.  The theme is Wildcat habitat.  It will include all aspects of Springman life, including math reading, fine arts, etc. The mosaic is being hung on the wall by the office and across the hall above the display case.  The mosaic at Springman is going up slower than the one at Attea because Mr. Kolber wants the kids to put it up.  He will be scheduling a few weekend work times.  Watch for details. The Springman mosaic will also have a whiteboard in the middle to put up messages for the school.
· Dr. Hopkins reported that the Springman Variety show is Friday, April 15th and will have 30+ acts.  It should be very fun with a couple of good surprises.  Dr. Hopkins reported that she is also working on obtaining a new sound system for the West gym. She had someone offer some proposals over spring break. The low bid was $19,000.00. She will use some money from the plays of recent years to fund it.  Much of the proceeds of the musical go to charity, but some it always kept to stage future plays.  Dr. Hopkins hopes to put together enough money for some work by the end of the year, but she’s not sure about the funding.  Liz Price encouraged Dr. Hopkins to present the final plans to PTA as a Wish List item.  PTA provided funds for a similar system for Attea earlier this year.
· Dr. Hopkins announced that the 8th grade band is going to the state ISGMA competition April 29th.  The school will be doing some celebration for the band beforehand, and Dr. Nicholson and Dr. Hopkins will be going to watch. Attea’s chorus will be going as well.
· Dr. Hopkins stated that the tree in front of the office is from the play.  It is now full of paper cranes that students made to inspire donations of money for earthquake victims in Japan.  Each crane represents $1 of donation.
· Springman has started planning for the next school year.  Next year Springman will have about 850 students and 2 more teachers and will need some more classroom space. The last time that Springman had that many students was 7-8 years ago, and then there were mobile classrooms. There will not be mobile classrooms next year, but the District is discussing how to reconfigure space in the building. Dr. Hopkins stated that the team configurations will remain the same, but there will be another teacher in 6th grade and in 8th grade. There are a couple of possible options.  1) The old Communicore space, now used by the gifted teachers, could be divided up or transformed into the library. That would be a major move and require remodeling and the moving of bookcases. The LRTC would then become classrooms.  This option would be very costly, requiring outside contractors to do the work. There is no money in the budget for that amount of work now. 2) Another option is that the wildcat Commons could be divided into 2 classrooms. A temporary wall could easily put in by District staff to divide it.  Then they could gut Room 139 (the Communicore) and make that the commons for next year.  Then classroom space would be adjusted.  The teachers’ lounge may also be turned back into a classroom and a smaller space found for the staff lounge. Dr. Hopkins will report back when the final decisions for changes are made.
· Dr. Hopkins also announced that the Ryan Halligan assemblies are scheduled for this Monday.  This will offer parents and staff an opportunity to discuss cyber bullying with students.  The assembly is presented by the father of a kid who committed suicide after being bullied by peers. It will share information about that and how can kids respond.  There are 3 grade level assemblies scheduled: 8th grade at 8:35am, 6th grade at 9:45 am, and 7th grade at 11:30 am.  Parents are allowed to attend.
· The Local School Council will meet 4/25.  It will be looking at CPRD survey results.  The Middle school staff also made a recommendation last week that open online grading start in the fall.  The staff will be working to create a program about how to use the online grading in an effective way.  They will get help from the LSC about how to implement that program and focus not on points earned, but on students learning the material.




COMMITTEE REPORTS

8th grade Graduation—Laura Berquist, reported that Springman’s graduation party will be Monday June 6th. Springman is desperate for some volunteers especially for set up.  Laura sent around a sign-up sheet and PTA will send out an eblast to get some more volunteers. Attea’s graduation party is progressing well. Look for eblasts and  announcements in the Focus regarding needs and volunteers.

Teacher Appreciation-Dianna Sirakides reported that Teacher Appreciation week is the first week in May.  She sent out an eblast yesterday looking for donations of supplies and volunteers.  She already has gotten10 responses.  The committee is still looking for some baseball decorations, some raffle items that you might want to get rid of, or baseball tickets. Dianna will also be placing information about their needs in the April Focus. During the Teacher Appreciation week there will be one event each day and a special thing for kids to do each day.  The committee also has a donation of a Vienna Beef hotdog lunch for staff on Wednesday.

Pie sale Update—Liz reported that PTA is organizing the final pie sale of the year. The paper went home last week.  3 pies are available.  Forms are due on Friday April15, and pies will be delivered on Thursday April 21. All proceeds go to the Debra Gelfand fund.

Slate Update—Kristin Borth reported that she is working on finalizing the PTA slate for next year.   If you haven’t received an email from Kristin, let her know if you are planning to stay in your present role.  She still needs volunteers for the following positions: 1) a chair for Innisbrook sales for Attea, and 2) Book fair chairs for both schools. Kristin reported that Innisbrook chair is probably a little more time consuming, but a lot of it is online.  Also if you know any incoming 6th grade parents who might be interested, let Kristin know, 

Character Counts—Ana Cassorla reported on the Jersey Mikes sub sale. The sale earned us $527.00 for the Character Counts program.  She said “Thank you” to everyone who came.  Character Counts is sponsoring a program, “Athletics and Ethics --Can they coexist?” at Attea on April 28 at 7 p.m. It will be a panel discussion including Northwestern University coaches, Dennis Savard, and former Olympic athletes. All are invited to attend.

Membership—Kristin Borth and Sue Swaringen reported that District 34 and PTA registration forms are presently online. Passwords will be coming home on Friday. Be sure to sign up.

Run with the law Race- Patty Pratt reported that the school safety officers need volunteers to help the afternoon of the race. Students will be running a 1 ½ mile track around the lake at Gallery Park.  There will be 2 tables around the track to pass out water bottles and keep them on track.  Patty also needs volunteers to help register runners at the beginning of the race.  Some of the kids at Attea will be running as a group. Springman may have fewer runners.  They have some conflicts, including a scheduled track meet.  Patty sent around a volunteer sheet, and an eblast will be sent out if needed. 
 
Focus:  Kristin Daus announced that articles for the April Focus are due Monday the 18th, and the Focus will be sent out by email on the 21st

[bookmark: _GoBack]Earth Week—Michelle Sklena reported for Tammy Burke about Earth Week plans for the schools. She announced that Attea’s events will be coordinated with the student-driven Green Club.  She noted that Earth Day is April 22 when students are off.  Consequently, Attea will have Earth Week, celebrated Monday-Thursday April 18-21.  Springman will be doing the same. The topics will be reduce, reuse, and recycle.  1) They will have a question each day announced over the loudspeaker There will be a box to put answers in.  Then staff will draw correct answers for $10 iTunes gift card. Attea may run this next week and Springman the week after. 2) Each day staff will count the number of garbage bags created at lunch to see which grade creates the most waste.  3)  The school safety officers will also be looking for volunteers to help clean up the lawn. Michelle also discussed the possibility of recruiting some parents who might help support environmental activities at Springman.  PTA will try to recruit someone.
  
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

Announcements:

Race to Nowhere movie showing-- April 14th at Attea at 7 p.m.

Run with the Law Race April 27; Registration time 3:30 p.m. Race time 4:30 p.m.

Character Counts --Athletes and Ethics: Can they coexist? Seminar April 28 at Attea at 7-9 p.m.

ISGMA 28-29—Band and Chorus State Competition in Grayslake

The next PTA meeting will be May 10 at 9:15 am at Attea. 

Final PTA meeting May 31st 9:15 am at Springman.  This will be a transfer over to the new Board and year-end celebration. 



  
  
  


Springman Attea PTA Minutes 


 


April 12


, 2011 at 


Springman


 


Middle School


 


 


 


 


In Attendance:


 


Yuko Aimi, 


Laura Berquist, 


 


Kristen


 


Borth,


 


Sandy Brennan, 


Peggy Callas, 


Kristi


 


Carroll, 


Ana 


Casorla, Kristin Daus,


 


Deb Faermark,


 


Susie Feldstein, 


Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins,


 


Cheryl Kasner


,


 


Christine Lake, 


Jackie Lutz, Kathy McCarthy, 


Laura N


ekola, 


 


Mary Patronik,  


Patty 


Pratt, Meg Phelan, Liz Price ,


 


Diana Sirakides, 


Marcy Sotirchos


 


 


 


Call to Order:


 


 


Liz Price


 


called the meeting to order


 


at 9:25..


 


 


Secretary’s Report


:


 


 


The minutes of the 


March


 


8


,


 


2011


 


meeting were approved.


 


 


Treasurer’s Report


—


Susie Feldstein 


presented a


 


projected


 


budget and actual 


financial


 


statement 


for review. 


She add


ed a 


column to the report to reflect the 


income/expense 


projected in the budget 


and 


compare that


 


to the actual income/expense for the year. 


Susie reminded PTA that w


e had 


originally predicted that we would go into reserves a lot this year. 


However, we have made more 


money that 


we anticipated, including about


 


$3000 from the 


“


Race to Nowhere


”


 


movie 


showings, 


$2500. 


f


rom 


eScrip, and $1100 from A


mazon. 


Most of these are probably one 


time


 


revenue


s


.  We 


probably 


won’t be


 


sh


owing the movie again


,


 


and 


the Amazon


 


program has ended due to 


legislation


 


restrictions


 


and 


new 


state


 


sale tax law. 


 


Mary Hershey is trying to see if there is another way 


we 


receive


 


a similar donation


 


from Amazon


.  


She will report back when she has


 


researched the 


possibilities


.


 


 


Susie then discussed our other sources of revenue.  The B


oo


k Fair 


brought in 


a little less than 


budgeted because we 


decided to 


give lots


 


of books away


 


to the free and reduced lunch students


. 


Dues 


were also 


down a little, but 


we have revised the 


online registration


 


process and will 


prov


i


de 


pape


r


 


forms


 


for the incoming 6


th


 


grade parents


. 


We 


received


 


good amounts from 


Box tops


,


 


the 


directory, Color 


Portr


aits


,


 


and Innisbrook


. 


Spiritwear 


sales are


 


also


 


still 


ongoing.


 


On


 


the 


expense


 


side,


 


we still 


have one final assembly


 


outstanding


 


for


 


Educational 


Enrichment. 


The 


mosaic


 


project may 


also have some more expenses.


 


The


 


Graduation


 


and Teacher Appreciation 


committees


 


still n


eed to 


spend their money.  


O


u


r 


other big project 


--


Wish List


--


spent 


just 


about what was budgeted.  


 


 


All in all


,


 


we 


anticipated s


pending down 


about $12,000


 


of 


our $60000 reserves. We are n


ow 


anticipating spending down


 


about $


7000.  Next year we will 


establish 


an aggressive 


budget


 


to spend 


down more


 


reserves


 


than we did this year.  


 


 


 


President’s Report:


 


 


·


 


Liz Price 


reported that


 


PTA usually gives 


$10.00 


Gift cards to free a


nd reduced lunch


 


families 


in the spring through the Roy Terry fund.  She proposed that 


t


his year we increase these G


ift


 


C


ards to $15.00. per family


. She reported that there are about 250 families affected.  This 


would require


 


Increase


d


 


PTA


 


funding


 


for this program


 


by


 


$1185.


00 to 


$4185


.00


. A motion was 


made to increase the budget for the Roy Terry fund.  


T


he 


motion was seconded and approved.


  


 


 


·


 


Liz Price also presented the Run with the Law Race which raises money for the S


p


ecial 


Olympics


.


  


The school safety officers sponsoring the event asked PTA to pay 


for 


banners to 


advertise event


, one to be placed at the entrance of each school


.  


The banners c


ost $336


.00


 


and 


can be reused every yea


r


 


to promote the annual event


.  The banners 


will be stored by 


PTA


.  


A m


otion was made to fund the banners.  It 


was 


seconded 


and


 


approved.


 


 


 


 


Principals’ Reports


 


 


 




Springman Attea PTA Minutes    April 12 , 2011 at  Springman   Middle School         In Attendance:   Yuko Aimi,  Laura Berquist,    Kristen   Borth,   Sandy Brennan,  Peggy Callas,  Kristi   Carroll,  Ana  Casorla, Kristin Daus,   Deb Faermark,   Susie Feldstein,  Robin Hinrichs, Heather Hopkins,   Cheryl Kasner ,   Christine Lake,  Jackie Lutz, Kathy McCarthy,  Laura N ekola,    Mary Patronik,   Patty  Pratt, Meg Phelan, Liz Price ,   Diana Sirakides,  Marcy Sotirchos       Call to Order:     Liz Price   called the meeting to order   at 9:25..     Secretary’s Report :     The minutes of the  March   8 ,   2011   meeting were approved.     Treasurer’s Report — Susie Feldstein  presented a   projected   budget and actual  financial   statement  for review.  She add ed a  column to the report to reflect the  income/expense  projected in the budget  and  compare that   to the actual income/expense for the year.  Susie reminded PTA that w e had  originally predicted that we would go into reserves a lot this year.  However, we have made more  money that  we anticipated, including about   $3000 from the  “ Race to Nowhere ”   movie  showings,  $2500.  f rom  eScrip, and $1100 from A mazon.  Most of these are probably one  time   revenue s .  We  probably  won’t be   sh owing the movie again ,   and  the Amazon   program has ended due to  legislation   restrictions   and  new  state   sale tax law.    Mary Hershey is trying to see if there is another way  we  receive   a similar donation   from Amazon .   She will report back when she has   researched the  possibilities .     Susie then discussed our other sources of revenue.  The B oo k Fair  brought in  a little less than  budgeted because we  decided to  give lots   of books away   to the free and reduced lunch students .  Dues  were also  down a little, but  we have revised the  online registration   process and will  prov i de  pape r   forms   for the incoming 6 th   grade parents .  We  received   good amounts from  Box tops ,   the  directory, Color  Portr aits ,   and Innisbrook .  Spiritwear  sales are   also   still  ongoing.   On   the  expense   side,   we still  have one final assembly   outstanding   for   Educational  Enrichment.  The  mosaic   project may  also have some more expenses.   The   Graduation   and Teacher Appreciation  committees   still n eed to  spend their money.   O u r  other big project  -- Wish List -- spent  just  about what was budgeted.       All in all ,   we  anticipated s pending down  about $12,000   of  our $60000 reserves. We are n ow  anticipating spending down   about $ 7000.  Next year we will  establish  an aggressive  budget   to spend  down more   reserves   than we did this year.         President’s Report:        Liz Price  reported that   PTA usually gives  $10.00  Gift cards to free a nd reduced lunch   families  in the spring through the Roy Terry fund.  She proposed that  t his year we increase these G ift   C ards to $15.00. per family . She reported that there are about 250 families affected.  This  would require   Increase d   PTA   funding   for this program   by   $1185. 00 to  $4185 .00 . A motion was  made to increase the budget for the Roy Terry fund.   T he  motion was seconded and approved.           Liz Price also presented the Run with the Law Race which raises money for the S p ecial  Olympics .    The school safety officers sponsoring the event asked PTA to pay  for  banners to  advertise event , one to be placed at the entrance of each school .   The banners c ost $336 .00   and  can be reused every yea r   to promote the annual event .  The banners  will be stored by  PTA .   A m otion was made to fund the banners.  It  was  seconded  and   approved.         Principals’ Reports      

