Proposed Springman Attea PTA Minutes
Tuesday, December 3, 2008 at Springman Middle School 
In  Attendance: Susie Bell, Sandy Brennan,  Theresa Drouillard,  Carrie O’Gara, Chris Coleman, Kristin Daus, Christine Gauvain, Kris Haramaras, Heather Hopkins, Laura Nekola, Candy Pullano, Melanie Turenne and  Jim Woell
Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order.
Secretary’s Report: Minutes were read and approved from the 11/11/08 meeting.    Sandy Brennan encouraged all to submit items to her to be included in the PTA email blasts, which are sent on an as needed basis.  The other PTA clusters are welcome to use the Springman Attea PTA email blasts for publicity for their events.
Treasurer’s Report:  Lisa Wortsmann via Candy Pullano indicated there were no major changes to finances this past month.
Cultural Arts’ Report:  Kris Haramaras explained the $4000 cultural arts budget encourages us to book cultural arts groups at both schools for the same day.  She and Camille Bisioulis recently attended the cultural arts showcase, which was not very helpful.   Kris explained that Cultural Arts are not just for academic enrichment but also to expose kids to things they may never see.  An example of this is the hot air balloon visit that the schools had in the past.
Kris has contacted Dr. Shellard to book the V-Show preview at both schools.  GBS’s Nine and Solace groups are also being considered.  Hubbard St. Dance group is very pricey and geared towards younger kids.
Laura Nekola, Attea librarian, brought up Author Visits.  She used book fair proceeds to fund last year’s author visit.  She explained the teachers can gear curriculum around a well known author visit and that kids will get very excited about the author’s visit.  The challenge is to find and plan for an author that has wide middle school appeal and to pay the author’s fee and travel expenses.    Author visits ar   e much easier to plan at the primary grades.
Candy Pullano explained that the PTA budget has never included author visits.  This is very difficult to plan budget wise as almost a year’s advance notice is needed.    PTA will try to find funds in the cultural arts budget to put towards the author visit.  The board will also look for creative ways to finance the author visit.
Sally Foster:  Candy Pullano shared the Sally Foster Fundraising chairs concerns about selling wrapping paper  with the ‘going green’ emphasis.  The chairs discussed this issue with the Sally Foster representative.  The Sally Foster representative explained that all their paper products are recyclable.  Twenty two of the premium papers are printed on recycled stock.  Sally Foster is using soy inks which are better for environment.  All packaging used is biodegradable and rercyclable.  Also, Sally Foster offers many gift bag options, which are all reusable.  
“Yes We Can Food Drive”:   The results from the last food drive were dismal.  Carrie O’Gara came up with the idea of “Yes We Can Food Drive”  for late January to coordinate with Inauguration week.    Chris Coleman volunteered to coordinate the Springman food drive and the PTA Board will find a volunteer for Attea.    The principals will discuss with the Athletic directors the idea of bringing canned food to all the sporting events that week as there are some Attea vs. Springman games that week.  
Principals’ Reports: 
Jim Woell, Attea Principal, reported Terra Nova testing is wrapping up this week.   On December 16th, Attea will hold a 2:15 Student Holiday performance assembly and at 7pm the Jazz and Orchestra concert.  Fifth grade transition activities will start very soon after the winter break.
Spirit Week will culminate on December 18th with an All School Pep Assembly and Holiday Dance from 2:30 to 5pm.  A late bus will run at 4:05pm.
For a philanthropic project during the holiday season, Attea is having a SOCKS program, decorating a tree with new socks for needy families.    Principal Woell reported the kids are really rallying around this simple but needed idea.
Principal Woell asked parents to keep updated on Attea events by reading his Principal’s Corner on the Attea website.
A parent commented that principal coffees were very informative.
Both Springman and Attea will have stage productions this spring.  Attea will probably do a musical as they did a play last year.  Springman will continue do its variety show in February, but also plans a drama or comedy this year.  Both schools’ goal is to find staff positions (director, producer, choreographer) before break for their productions.  Attea and Springman like to rotate the type of production as musicals, dramas and comedies tend to attract different kids for participation.
Jim Woell extended congratulations to Allison Reatherford who had baby boy yesterday, Ian Hamilton Reatherford.  The current student teacher , Maggie Ritzenthaler who graduates in December, will serve in the substitute position.
Chris Coleman, GEF member, asked that the request for funds for the GEF recital be given to her.
Heather Hopkins, Springman principal, introduced the new Springman Wildcat mascot.  PTA provided funds for the replacement costume which looks fantastic.  
For Institute Day, Susan Kovalik , from the  Model Schools Consortium,  led a workshop for middle school teachers.    Ms Kovalik instructed on ways to use brain research to motivate and work with students.  Both middle school staffs attended and felt the information would be very useful.
Internet safety assemblies for the three grade levels, with age appropriate information, were done in late November. The 8th graders received dramatic information about the consequences of unsafe internet use, which the staff felt made a huge impact on the kids.  Principal Hopkins reported staff is thinking of doing these assemblies every year as the information is so beneficial to kids.
Springman Middle School received a designation as a Demonstration school for the State of Illinois from the Association of Middle Level Schools.  Eighteen teachers and staff members did presentations/workshops at a meeting in Urbana for middle school teachers from across the state.  A huge array of topics was discussed.  
LICA, a hearing impaired program which is housed at Springman, did a thank you presentation for the Springman teachers who are involved with the program.  Every LICA team member spoke.  Kids recognize they are treated like and have all the opportunities of all the other kids.
Springman is partnering with the Walter and Connie Payton foundation this year to do a toy drive for the holiday season.  Toys for infants to 18 years old kids in unused, original packaging are being collected.
Heather Hopkins brought the parent comments from the last PTA meeting to her staff.  She reported that the emphasis during Xblock has been remediation activities.  The staff is also working on enrichment activities also.   An example of an enrichment activity is reader’s theater.  Christine Gauvain from the Discovery Team talked about her 6th grade team’s three week unit.  Wednesday is a flex block used for remediation.  For enrichment, the staff did a Native American unit enrichment, a science problem solving activity, a polygons activity and introduced new reading strategies.  The teams used part of their monthly collaboration time to plan effective use of ‘X Block’.  Attea and Springman teachers meet once or twice a month for collaborative planning time.
Parents in Partnership:  Carrie O’Gara reported that the Parents in Partnership was a huge success with 250 to 300 people attending.   The keynote speaker session was standing room only.    Parent feedback was very positive.    She needs two representatives from the Westbrook/Glen Grove cluster to join the Parents in Partnership committee.  Please give speaker ideas to Principal Mark Walther of Hoffman School or Carrie O’Gara.
8th Grade Graduation Party:  Please contact Angela McCune (847.657.6442) or Letty Hawkes (847.486.8602) to volunteer for the Attea graduation party.  Contact Laurie Binstein (847.998.8408) to volunteer for Springman’s graduation party.
School Board Observer:  Chris Coleman reported the Middle School Task Force will present on December 15th with discussion on January 5th.
Local School Council: Candy Pullano reported on Local School Council which has been relatively inactive.  She is looking for 4 parents and 4 teachers to be elected to our Middle School Local School Council.  This committee will follow-up on middle school task force recommendations.   
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be held January 6, 2009 at Attea Middle School.
Respectfully submitted by Sandy Brennan.
