SPRINGMAN-ATTEA PTA MINUTES
TO BE APPROVED AT OCTOBER 7, 2008 MEETING
Tuesday, September 2, 2008 at Attea Middle School
In Attendance:  Candy Pullano, Melanie Turenne, Lisa Daly,  Kristin Daus, Sandy Brennan,  Lisa Wortsmann, Breland Nelson, Dee Dee Gross, Sarah Schneider, Marcia Kenner, Kris Haramaras, Kristi Carroll, Camille Bisioulis,  Dee Dee Gross, Carol Mavrakis,  Markie Condon, Lisa Daly, Sheila Watson, Mary Hershey, Rita Fridman, Carrie O’Gara, Mike Cherry, Rhonda Greco, Lisa Dickholtz, Melissa Celnik, Susie Bell, Christine Gauvain, Heather Hopkins, Virginia Gordon, Lisa Downey, Sarah Schneider, Dave Tosh, Shezana Virani, Monica Curran, Theresa Drouillard, Marcia Kenner, Leslie Howell
Call to Order:    9:26am at Attea.
Secretary’s Report:   Attendees were asked to sign-in.  Minutes were approved from the 5/9/2008 meeting.
Treasurer’s Report:  Lisa Wortsmann compared actual categories for the 2007/2008 year to the budgeted 2008/2009 school year.   The main fundraiser is Sally Foster which made $43,950 last year.    SP/Attea PTA supports a wide variety of program and events at the two schools as well as supporting district wide PTA projects, such as Parent in Partnership.    Wish List items totaled $13,447.55, with a few more items to have receipts submitted by school staff.   Wish List funds special requests for educational items requested by school staff.  Net worth, as of 6/30/08 is $52,109.13.  The preliminary budget is available for review.  Please report to Lisa Wortsman if any modifications are needed.  An approval vote will be taken at October’s meeting.
Funds raised from the sale of ‘Baby Steps’ bags were used to finance green initiatives at the middle schools.   All District 34 PTAs kicked in funds to get the recycling program going.  Mr. Woell mentioned that Wendy Brown, an Attea teacher, has actively pursued more aggressive recycling at the schools.
Lisa covered cash procedures, asking chairpersons to use the appropriate forms to request reimbursement and to make deposits.  Tax exempt forms are available.  Costco doesn’t honor the tax exempt forms but usually is cheaper for supplies anyway.
An external audit was completed by people who were not on the executive board last year.  The tax return is ready to be submitted to our professional accountant.  The financial status of the PTA has allowed another $10,000 to be put toward Wish List.
President’s Report: Candy Pullano asked for volunteers for Slating Committee for 2009 2010 school year.  The PTA still needs the Environmental position for Springman.    She is also looking for volunteers for the Wish List committee.
A PTA goal this year is to increase membership and turnout for PTA sponsored events.  Membership is down by more than 100 families, which seems to be a trend throughout District 34 and District 225.   The group discussed that first year confusion with District 34’s online registration may have contributed    The PTA will try to reach out to non-PTA members to attend meetings and school events.    
Committee to improve communication was formed:  Kristin Daus, Mary Hershey, Sandy Brennan and Candy Pullano.
The environmental program will kick off at  Attea on Wednesday, 9/3/08.    A long term goal of the environmental program is to put the FOCUS online, to reduce paper waste as well as save money.
PTA Council: This group meets once a month, this Thursday, 9-4-08.  Kris Haramaras, current president of PTA Council, reported that PTA Council usually meets the first Thursday of the month.  These are very informative meetings and she encourages all to come to this meeting.  The September’s meeting topic is the District 34 calendar.
Principal’s  Reports
Springman:  Heather Hopkins reported that Springman had a sedate opening day.   Sixth graders did great job with transition.  As a group, they were very cooperative, low-key and comfortable asking for help.   Dr. Hopkins said the 6th Grade Open House in August, which had a 75% attendance rate, may have helped with the easy transition.  Previously kids came in early for school supplies.  This year school supplies were not supplied, but Springman still held the open house to allow kids to pick up their lock to practice at home and to also have the opportunity to look at classrooms.  This ability to look at the school before the first day of school seemed to calm the 6th graders.
Cell phones have been a problem this year.  When a cell phone is removed from a child, the phone can’t be returned until the next day.  
Dr. Hopkins reported that the Turning Points program presented last year was highly successful in the sense that attendees felt the information was highly useful.  This program, jointly presented by District 34 and 225 staff, pinpoint  adolescent behavior and trends.    This year’s Turning Points presentation will be given at the October 7th PTA meeting at Springman and repeated October 21st, 7pm at Attea.    She encourages us to get the word out on this important parent education event.
Online registration worked well for District 34, especially for the Springman office staff.
Heather Hopkins acknowledged the work done by Dave Tosh to get free physicals for needy families for school and athletic participation.  50 free physicals were administered at Springman.  Medical professionals donated their time for this project.  Theresa Jasonowicz and Jean Gray also  organize free physicals for Attea students..
Christine Gauvain reported the Middle Schools’ D.C. trip is January 16th thru 19th,  for 8th graders.  The price did increase this year, as expected with the drastic increase in gas prices.  
Attea:   Jim Woell reported an excellent, smooth, calm start to school, with only one morning bus issue the first day of school.   He is enjoying seeing students through a whole rotation of years, now that he is in his 3rd year as principal.  Students and staff had a phenomenal start to school.  Mr. Woell was impressed with the great job that all the kids did with emergency preparedness drills.  Students took the drills seriously and responded appropriately.  
Mr. Woell hired 10 new staff members for this school year.
Enrollment is at 681 students, down by 40 from last year.  Redistricting and the departure of an especially large class helped decrease enrollment numbers.
Mr. Woell explained the new model being used at the middle schools.  The book, Learning by Doing by Richard DuFour, Rebecca DuFour, Robert Eaker and Thomas Many, provided the theory for the new model.  A PLC (Professional Learning Community) shifts the philosophy to student learning and student achievement, rather than teacher delivery of information.
‘X Block’  stands for  expand, explore, excel. The goal is to help students achieve mastery of subject material.   In the flexible ‘X Block’, students who have not achieved less will get extra help to reach mastery goals.   Teachers will re-teach in a manner which works for that child.   70% of students put in a remedial exploratory last year surpassed reading goals, which shows the success of differentiated delivery models.
‘X Block’ will provide enrichment activities and expanded learning for students who have exceeded mastery goals. Examples of enrichment activities are mock debate, mock trial and PBLs (problem based learning).    The time provided for ‘X Block’ comes from discontinuing advisory and decreasing passing periods from 4 minutes to 3 minutes.   The middle schools also now have an average of 2 language arts periods per day at sixth grade all three trimesters, 2 LA periods per day one trimester in 7th grade and 2 trimesters in eighth grade. 
Lisa Dickholtz, Sally Foster: Sales of Sally Foster products is the main fundraiser for PTA.   Lisa and Rhonda Greco are handling Attea.   Sandy Sroubek is handling Springman and would welcome a Springman co-shair.  Lisa stressed Sally Foster is a collaborative fundraiser for the school, not a competition.  Springman packets have been distributed, Attea packets will go out September 10th, which is also Curriculum night and run through October 10th. The Sally Foster representative has been very generous and very helpful.  Lisa and Rhonda are trying to get more Attea teachers involved.    Teams get 10% of what they net.  Teachers get Entertainment Book for high sales.  
Parental cash donations will be accepted toward the team goals. Also, eliminating kid prizes to increase team revenues is being considered.  Another thought is to have the option to donate prizes and wrapping paper to Youth Services.
The PTA makes 50% of the Sally Foster orders.
Focus :  Kristin Daus reported that items are due the Friday after PTA meeting. 
Spiritwear:  Pam Hartigan is handling Attea’s spiritwear and Theresa Drouillard is handling Springman’s spiritwear.  Sale tables will be set up at curriculum night.
Directory:  People should call Marcia Kenner with Directory questions.  She is waiting for information from District 34 to complete the formatting.
Parents in Partnership: Carrie O’Gara encouraged all to attend the wonderful day of seminars on November 15th at Attea.   Free childcare is available.    
School Board Observer:  Dee Dee Gross reported the following 9 items from the last District 34 School Board.
1. October 20th to 24h is Character Counts week. 
2.  District 34 is appealing for more impact aid (military families). 
3. 79 positions were open for the 2008 2009 school year.   76 were hired by the first day of school.   The district is aware that they need to work on retention.  One item being done to increase retention is to have a full week of orientation and ½ day trainings scattered throughout the rest of the year.  
4.  Hired new energy coordinator and recycling coordinator.
5.  District 34 is paying $1.2 million to support the new NSSED building in Highland Park. 
6.  NWEA scores are at or above growth standards.
7.  The new middle school task force needs non-parents to fill the group. 
8.  Twenty collaborative dates for educators was discussed.
9.  The Middle School Task Force’s survey (not to be confused with the New Middle School Task Force) has shown that parents believe middle schools are the weak link in District 34.  Kids don’t feel prepared for high school.  Survey results indicated 50% of families feel their freshmen are not prepared for high school.  Brett Clark and Phil Collins will come to our November meeting to give us a middle school update.  Mark Cherry stressed that time is the hardest resource to increase.  
Book Fairs:  Breland Nelson reported Attea will have book fair during conference time.  The vendor will be Scholastic.
Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 7, 2008 at Springman Middle School.  Turning Points Presentation
