Proposed Springman Attea PTA Minutes
Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at Attea Middle School
In Attendance:  Susie Bell, Sandy Brennan, Mike Cherry, Chris Coleman, Kristin Daus , Lisa Dickholtz, Christine Gauvain,  Dee Dee Gross, Kris Haramaras, Mary Hershey, Heather Hopkins, Kristy Carroll,  Laura Nekola, Candy Pullano, Sara Schneider, Melanie Turenne, Jim Woell, Judy Wolf, Allyson Thorne, Carol Mavrakis
Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order.
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were read and approved from the 2/3/09 meeting.  Please contact Sandy Brennan to include items in the PTA email blasts.
Treasurer:    As tax time approaches, please submit all checks for deposit and invoices to be paid to Lisa Wortsmann.    Lisa still needs invoices for Environmental expenses for Springman and for Roy Terry Fund expenses.  Teacher Appreciation and staff gifts will be paid in the future.  After all expenses paid, we will evaluate if more money can be allocated for Wish List.  
President’s Report:   The Slating Committee is still working on next year’s PTA board.  Please contact Candy Pullano if you want to continue your position or do something different.    The Springman Attea Local School Council is being re-activated to tackle some work recommended by the Middle School Task Force.  The commitment is more of a reading and work commitment rather than meetings, although the group will probably meet once a month after school hours.  .  For example, a task may be to develop and implement a parent survey.    The two fold responsibility is to set goals and make sure the goals are followed-up.
Candy Pullano also discussed the PTA being used as a forum for parent dialogue.  Currently parents can address the District 225 School Board, but the board meetings aren’t the proper place for discussion.  She will be looking at ways to facilitate parent questions and dialogue through PTA and will be instituting an “Ask the Principal” section to the Focus to address these sorts of questions.
Principal reports :
X Block and PLC Report:  Work on developing Xblock and PLC (Professional Learning Communities) started last summer as improvements to the middle school model.  Also a group of parents expressed concerns about Attea directly to the School Board.   Jim Woell took the Social Studies Department and Heather Hopkins took the Math Department to a Professional Learning Community workshop lead by the PLC developers and experts,  Richard DuFour and Rebecca DuFour.    They used this as an opportunity to look at curriculum, district goals and common assessments.  These should be common to both schools to have central outcomes.  A focused questions is:  Have students reached mastery? Assessments allow teachers to compare teaching methods to share ideas and teaching practices.  Some staff had site visits to learn about and observe PLCs in action.  One challenge was to meld the middle school philosophy with Professional Learning Communities and preserve the integrity of both models.
 District 34 is, as usual, pioneering new ground with the PLC, especially with X Block.  Heather Hopkins was able to contact 10 other schools using the PLC model.  All are using X Block for remediation activities with the rest of the kids in study hall.  District 34 is the only school district looking to use X Block for enrichment activities also.  The enrichment activities stay within curriculum, but go into more depth.  Kildeer School has been using the PLC model for 7 years, but just nowis instituting X Block.  District 34 has made PLC a priority by giving staff time to implement and learn about the model and X Block, which has been very time consuming.
Each team is working on administering and assessing X Block.  Each team is running X Block in a different way.    For example, one team gives students a choice of enrichment activities.  Administrators are working on ways to measure success.  Staff will look at NWEA scores for longitudinal data at multiple data points.  All teams have had opportunities for sharing, taking time at every building council meeting.  The program is not perfect yet, but the teams are working hard at it.  The principals are more concerned about individual child growth.
Principals’ Reports:
Jim Woell, principal of Attea, reported the following items:
· ISATs start next week.
· Attea’s production of Guys and Dolls Jr is March 6th and 7th,.   Tickets are $7.  The production has been a phenomenal experience for the kids.  Mr Woell was very happy with Sarah Wade and her staff who ran the production.  He was pleased that the back stage, sound and lighting jobs taken on by students were handled so well and professionally.  The new staff made this all a learning experience for each child involved in production.    
· March 5th is a conference day, March 6th is a teacher’s institute day.  See the Principal’s Corner of the Attea website for more calendar information.
· Frank Luongo, Cynthia Christopolous and Pam Overall are all retiring.  District 34 is in the process of screening applicants for next year.  Jim doesn’t expect much turnover for next year.
· Book Fair going on today, Wednesday and Thursday.
Dr. Heather Hopkins, principal of Springman, reported the following items for Springman and general 8th Grade Graduation info.
· Sarah Wade will be directing the production at Springman also.  The production will be doing a comedy, Lagooned, a cross between Gilligan’s Island and Love Boat.  She will be talking to all interested in various roles and tech jobs.  Performances will be the first weekend of M ay.  They are working on staff for the other positions.  Sarah really understands the structure and support this age group of kid needs.  She has a website for communication that will be linked to Springman’s website.  
· Dr. Hopkins was happty to report an increase in size of parent participation in 5th grade orientation.  The 5th graders were a pleasure to have on their visit.
· Springman will see 5 staff retirements this year.
· Graduation:  Due to a significant savings, kids will be able to keep their graduation gowns rather than rent them.  The gowns will be of cheaper quality than in the past.  This will also be less of an administrative strain on staff.   Both schools are having a tee-shirt design contest .  The DJs will start at 8:45 for both the Springman and Attea parties.

Staff Appreciation Day:  Kristi Carroll reported Thursday, March 5, conference day, will be Staff Appreciation Day with Marchello’s as the caterer.
PTA Council:  Kris Haramaras has a meeting March 12, 9:15am at the Admin Building.  Five speakers will present information regarding ELL and Spanish outreach.  We currently have little representation from this population in our PTA and board.  
School Board:  Denise Gross reported the following items:
1. Double language arts block is being continued for all grades for all middle school levels, based on recommendations from the Middle School Task Force.    The science curriculum was also approved.
2. The School Board is issueing a bond for $4.65 million: $1.2 million for the new NSSED building and the remainder for facility repair.
3. School fees were reviewed.   Lunch fees will increase 15 cents in the next school year across the District.
4. District 225 expects to receive a Stimulus Bill allocation of $500,000 in 2009/2010 and $600,000 in 2010/2011.  Most of the funds will be for special education.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be held at 9:15am, April 7, 2009 at Springman Middle School.

