Proposed Springman Attea PTA Minutes
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 at Attea Middle School
In Attendance:  Susie Bell, Sandy Brennan, Mike Cherry, Chris Coleman, Kristin Daus , Lisa Dickholtz, Christine Gauvain,  Kris Haramaras, Mary Hershey, Heather Hopkins, Kristy Carroll,  Laura Nekola, Candy Pullano, Sara Schneider, Melanie Turenne, Jim Woell, Judy Wolf
Call to Order:  Candy Pullano called the meeting to order.
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were read and approved from the 1/5/08 meeting.  Please contact Sandy Brennan to include items in the PTA email blasts.
Treasurer:  The treasurer’s report is available for review.  Income revenue was comprised of $2,200 from Color Portraits and $1,232 from Sally Foster.   A very generous family donation of $1000 was also received.
President’s Report:   Candy Pullano asked all to consider volunteering for Slate Committee for next year’s PTA board.  Please encourage your friends and neighbors to get involved.
“Yes We Can” Food Drive: An amazing 3,943 cans were collected between the two schools.  The staff at Northfield Pantry was very thankful for the Middle Schools as their inventory has been running slim.   Springman staff discussed the efforts of the Builder’s Club in energizing Springman’s efforts.     
Via Gelato:   Lisa Dickholtz is looking at Friday, April 24th   as a possible date for profit sharing night with Via Gelato for a fundraiser.   She discussed a few incentives to encourage family participation.
Principals’ Reports:
Dr. Heather Hopkins reported the following items for Springman and general 8th Grade Graduation info.
· 8th Grade graduation party information goes out this week.  If a child doesn’t respond, a social worker will touch base with that child to encourage or facilitate participation.    Even if a child doesn’t participate, that child can still get the graduation tee-shirt
· The District 34 spelling bee was held at Springman with 24 participants.  The enrichment teachers make sure that the first 100 words are common to the Scripts materials, then they go to the unpublished words.   Elizabeth Wu was the winner and she will go to the regional bee.   Chris Callahan was the runner-up.    
· 5th Grade transition activities are heating up with the 5th graders making their visits to their middle school.  Much info is provided on fine arts, so the kids can make choices on fine arts and foreign language.  The staff encourages parents to write letter to principal about their child.
· The Middle School Task Force is now working on making operational plans for each of the recommendations.  The front and center focus is to reduce team size and class size for the student to child ratio to be 26 to 1.   Lowering team size is complex, especially with the two language arts system.   Smaller team size facilitates better communication with parents.  The Task Force went to staff in January to generate ideas to accomplish this.  Each middle school will soon be up to 800 students. 

 Mike Cherry expressed gratitude to participants of the Middle School Task Force, which takes total immersion to understand the scope of the material.  Realistically decisions will need to be made at the February 26 board meeting to make changes for next year.  Twelve recommendations have been divided between 6 high and 6 medium priority.  Although the materials are complex, Mike Cherry asked us to not give in to communication fatigue.   Three teachers have gone on record with reactions to the recommendations. 


JIM WOELL reported the following items:
· Attea’s production of Guys and Dolls Jr is March 6th and 7th.  Jim has been very happy with the outside staff hired to run the production.  
· March 5th is a conference day, March 6th is a teacher’s institute day.  See the Principal’s Corner of the Attea website for more calendar information.
· Fifth grade parent orientation is February 19th, 7pm, with 5th grade parent coffee clatches at Attea mid March.  Please see dates on the Principal’s Corner of the Attea website.
· 2nd round of Parent/Principal Input sessions will be Tues, Feb 24th, 6:45am to  7:45am, Wed , Feb 25th, 9am to 10am and 7pm to 8pm.  
Staff Appreciation Day:  Thursday, March 5, conference day, will be Staff Appreciation Day with Marchello’s as the caterer.
 Cultural Arts: Carol Mavrakis explained the problem of scheduling the Thodos Dance group, which is complicated by the contract period of the dancers which ends March 31.  The Assistant Principals will contact Carol to settle on a date.  The Thodos  website, www. ThodosDanceChicago.com, has detailed information of what to expect.   Their presentation branches out to talk about careers surrounding dance and production.    March 26th is an author visit from Gordon Cormon for both schools.  
District 34 Board of Education Update:  Chris Coleman reported the following info:
1. Option C for school calendar was approved with August 26th, 2009 as first day of school.  First day for staff is August 25, 2009.  Winter break will be Dec ember 21st thru January 1st, 2010.  Spring break will be March 29th thru April 2nd, 2010.  Last day of school is June 10th.  Snow days for the current school year will be decided at a later date.    
2. Kindergarten registration is March 12th, 2009.
3. To follow-up on the Middle School task force up date given by Heather Hopkins earlier in the meeting, the cost of hiring a teacher is approximately $55K.
Membership:   Melanie Turenne is updating the PTA membership form.  She will be also be requesting volunteers for 5th grade orientation and curriculum night.
Boxtops:  Sara Schneider reported that box tops should be submitted by the 3rd week of February.  
Graduation: Sara Schneider reported the parent/student reception will be held in the GBS cafeteria after graduation.    This is the reception that occurs prior to the kids returning to their middle school for the party.  This is a change from previous years in which the reception was held in the gym.  
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be held at 9:15am, March 3, 2009 at Attea Middle School.

